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The Dog Days are Here Again! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

The Missouri Supplement in the Knight Templar Magazine is written well in ad-
vance of the month in which it is published, so I feel the need to go back a few 
months and mention some things that happened during the Grand York Rite 
Grand Sessions. 

The Grand York Rite Grand Sessions were again held in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
just two weeks after a tornado and thunderstorms devastated parts of Jeffer-
son City as well as other parts of Missouri. Many structures were damaged in 
the city and flood water covered most of the Capitol Plaza Hotel parking lot. 
Even with all of the weather-related challenges, we had a good turnout at the 
Grand Sessions and ten Commandery Drill teams attended the Drill Competi-
tion event. I would like to express my appreciation to all of the Chapter, Coun-
cil, and Commandery members, as well as their families, for attending the 
Grand Sessions under the circumstances. The Grand York Rite also owes a big 
thank you to the staff of the Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center who 
went out of their way to make this year’s Grand Sessions a great event despite 
the damage that Jefferson City had suffered. 

There were several events that representatives of the Grand Commandery at-
tended during the months of June and July. 

On June 19th, an Educational Seminar was held at the Kansas City Masonic 
Temple in Kansas City, Missouri. Sir Knight Greg Walker, Aide-De-Camp; Sir 
Knight Carlin Smittle, Grand Sentinel; Sir Knight Richard Riepe, Regional Grand 
Commander, Region 3; and I represented the Grand Commandery at the event. 
In addition, there were several other Sir Knights in attendance. As the title 
suggests the purpose of the event was to provide an educational opportunity 
for Masonic Brethren who were not members of the York Rite. 

On June 20th, Sir Knight Michael Rohman, Grand Senior Warden, attended the 
opening ceremony of the Grand Session of the Missouri Job’s Daughters In-
ternational in Jefferson City, Missouri. 

On June 23rd, my wife, Ginger, and I attended the Grand Session of the Mis-
souri International Order of the Rainbow for Girls in Springfield, Missouri. 

On June 30th, I attended the Annual Assembly of the Supreme Council, Order 
of the Amaranth in St. Louis, Missouri. 

On July 20th, several Sir Knights, including myself, attended a meeting of Mis-
souri Priory No. 17, Knight York Cross of Honor (KYCH), held in Jefferson City, 
Missouri. 

During the month of September, the Grand Commandery officers will be at-
tending the 2019 South Central York Rite Conference in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
The Saturday Commandery meeting, under the direction of the Grand En-
campment, provides educational opportunities for the Grand Commandery offi-
cers. 

We will continue to hold Regional Conclaves under the direction of our Regional 
Grand Commanders. We want these events to be opportunities for Sir Knights 
to learn and we would like them to be interesting to everyone. I would chal-
lenge each Sir Knight to let us know, in advance of the Regional Conclave for 
your Region, the questions and ideas you might have so answers can be pre-
pared and presentations can be created that will help make these events more 
meaningful. These events are intended to help our organization grow, but we 
need your input in order for us to make improvements. The Grand York Rite 
website contains the contact information for all of the Grand Commandery offi-
cers and we welcome your questions and comments. 

In closing, I would like to leave you with a reminder of one of our symbols. 
Every Sir Knight has at one time seen a Passion Cross either on a Commandery 
uniform or on the Grand Standard of the Order. The Passion Cross may mean 
many things to many people, but to me it is a reminder of the ultimate sacri-
fice that was made for each of us. Let it inspire every Sir Knight to be Passion-
ate about everything they do. 

He is Risen! 

Sir Knight Clark A. McLemore, Grand Commander 

2019 GRAND COMMANDERY DRILL COMPETITION 

Class A Rankings: 
First - Palestine 17 (95.8) Second - Ascalon 16 (77.9) .................... .............
Class B Rankings: 
First - Ely 22 (94.9) Second - Liberty 6 (90.2) ............................. ................
Third - St. Graal 12 (90.1) Fourth - Rolla 59 (87.6) ................... ..................
Fifth - Prince of Peace 29 (85.2) Sixth - Ivanhoe 8 (83.2) ........... ..................
Seventh - Ascension 39 (82.6) .............
Class C Rankings: 
First - Kansas City 10 (98.6) ................

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 

The phrase refers to the fact that the Sun occupies the same region of sky as 
Sirius, the Dog Star, during this time. Because the star is so bright, the ancient 
Romans believed that it gave off heat and added to the Sun's warmth. Thus, 
the term Dog Days of Summer came to mean the 20 days before and the 20 
days after the annual Sirius/Sun alignment on approximately July 23rd.
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