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“I can’t go back to yesterday because I was a different person then” 

-Alice (Lewis Carroll) 
Greetings, Sir Knights! 
 
I was thumbing through a Commandery Ritual Book the other day and was 
struck by a couple of things I never noticed before. Sure, I had heard and even 
said the words, but now they seemed different. It made me think. So, I went 
back and re-read parts of a few books I read many years ago and, similarly, 
these writings were almost unrecognizable. They were surprisingly fresh and 
vibrant with meaning I hadn’t found there before. Then I happened upon the 
quote above and had a bit of a Eureka moment. These texts seemed different 
because I was different! I was in a different place psychologically, spiritually and 
developmentally than I was in the first time around. They meant more to me 
because the ‘context of me’ had changed.  
 
Our Rituals and Orders are like that as well. Each time we perform or confer 
these time-honored rituals, the words, movements, colors and teachings are 
just as relevant today as when they were first penned. In fact, I believe that if 
you go back and read any one of these like they were a story, you’ll find a 
deeper meaning and from a different angle than you expected.  
 
So now with Fall Festivals coming up, take the time to read your Orders and 
Degrees. There is a freshness that attends the intentional reading of these 
rituals, and a renewal of our minds. See, we aren’t the same people we were 
when we first heard them.  
 
Maybe, we can examine our own hearts and lives to see how these great 
principles have worked their way through our lives and changed how we view 
and approach the world. Our ritual has something new for us every time we 
experience it.  
 
Let’s renew our Vows; Let’s refresh our message by the renewal of our minds.       
What a great time to refresh and renew by participating or visiting a Festival! 
 
“And, when you can't go back, you have to worry only about the best way of 
moving forward.” ― Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist. 

 
 Preparing for Fall Festivals 2019 

 
The time is drawing near for all good Sir Knights to prepare our Fall Festivals 
throughout the State. In preparation for good ritual work, review the ritual. 
Learn its flow and milestone points. The better we know where it’s going, the 
more confident our delivery will be. It is also worth remembering, that while we 
are doing rituals we’ve done many times before, we are conferring it upon 
someone that has never heard or experienced this. We owe it to these 
candidates to give them the best experience we can deliver and bring the 
gravitas and reverence these Orders deserve. We are the Knights Templar! 

 

GRAND CASTLE ORDER OF THE TEMPLE 2019 
 

Castle McCullough, Jamestown NC, October 9th 2019 
 
There are still a few spaces left for the Templars at the Castle Order of the 
Temple conferred by the Grand Master of Masons, Most Worshipful Mack 
Sigmon and be knighted by Right Eminent Michael Daniels, Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of North Carolina. Afterward, there will be a Public Knighting 
Ceremony for friends and family of the candidates. All proceeds from this event 
will go to our Holy Land Pilgrimage. Deadline for tickets and donations has been 
extended to September 9th. There are instructions and information on our 
website. 
 
For more information, visit: http://www.weareknightstemplar.com 
 
REMINDER: Any Commandery conferring the Order of the Temple must notify 
the Grand Commandery at least thirty days in advance. Your Grand Officers and 
District Officers are committed to helping each body to do its work and be the 
best they can be and to stay a relevant and effective force for good in all our 
communities. If your body needs some help with fundraisers, membership, 
hosting Festivals, providing education at your local body or developing plans 
and programs, please contact us. 
 
As always, feel free to contact us. We are here to serve you. 
 
In Fraternal Courtesy,  

  
Grand Commander 
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