
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Greetings Sir Knights,  

      

     Do you know that we have a vision and mission statement. I didn’t until I 

discovered this statement in the 2002 version of the Grand Commandery 

Officer’s Manual. The statement follows: 

 
              A Knights Templar Commandery is a fraternal, family based 
              organization that combines all the teachings of the Masonic 
              Order together with the steadfast beliefs that we are taught 
              in our Christian religion. 
    
             As an outward expression of our Christian principles we believe 
             that our Knightly duty is to love and respect wherever we can. 
             We further resolve to encourage the noble ideas of Chivalry, to 

  work together and to provide brotherly love, relief and assistance 
to our members, families, friends and the community in general. 

 
             Our Commanderies will educate, encourage support an interest 

     for the Knights Templar charities. This includes The Knights Templar 
             Eye Foundation, Educational Foundation and Holy Land 
             Pilgrimage programs. 
 
              We will achieve our objectives by inculcating and developing 
              effective leadership, modern and timely communications, 
              quality and enthusiastic activities and programs, increasing 
              visibility in the community and in the Blue Lodge, executing  
              impressive, proficient and excellent ritual work, and implementing 
              membership acquisition and retention efforts. 
 
     It obviously begs a number of questions. For instance, does it serve a 
meaningful purpose for our members? Does it represent the true beliefs and 
behavior of you and your fellow Sir Knights? Is it an appropriate statement as 
we continually strive for excellence in Templary? 
 

Hopefully these questions will provide you some thoughts to wrestle with 
during the remainder of our summer recess. 
     Although for the most part, local Masonic bodies suspend meeting over the 
summer, I still receive requests for dispensations from various Commanderies 
to make public appearances at parades and wreath layings. Additionally your 
Grand Line Officers are keeping busy over the summer. Starting with marching 
at St. John’s Day, we will have rededicated Poughkeepsie Commandery No. 43 
on July 13 and attended the Grand Line Picnic at Otsego Lake on July 27. Coming 
up, we will attend the Grand Council session in Albany in August and the 
Northeast York Rite Conference, also in Albany in early September. 
     Best wishes to each and every one of you for the remainder of this summer. 
Let’s all return in September with a renewed sense of purpose pledged to do 
our very best to serve our Savior and fellow man. 
 
Courteously in His Holy Name, 
SK David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 
 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
  

     “God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from 
all the work of creating that he had done” (Genesis 2:3). The following message 
I share with you is from Mr. Joe Stowell, of Cornerstone University in Michigan.  
     “The old Porgy and Bess tune declares, ‘Summertime, and the living is easy’ 
no doubt was written when life was much different than what it is now. 
Summer is a time to kick back and relax a little, but maybe you’re afraid that it 
will end up with lots to do with so little time to do it all.  We bemoan the fast 
pace of summer with all of its chores—it would be good to stop and think about 
‘easy living’. Let’s get some perspective from God’s Word about the importance 
of rest.  
     God Himself rested after six days of assembling the universe. Knowing that 
time to kick back was important for the people, God instituted the Sabbath so 
that we would get the point that no one can work without a break along the 
way. Even Jesus, with more sermons to preach, more people to heal and more 
tasks to accomplish for His Father, often went apart to rest. 
     Some of us feel guilty if we are not busy all the time. It’s important to realize 
that not everything needs to be done—at least not done right now. It may be 
more important to sit back and contemplate the beauty of nature and the 
greatness of our God who is always faithful to us. As the hymn says, in ‘summer 
and winter and springtime and harvest—join with all nature in manifold witness 
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love’. 
     Carve out a little easy livin’ time and refresh your heart and spirit with 
blessedness instead of business. Don’t worry, the chores will still be there.  
Enjoy your summer, I am. 
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.3

