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Greetings Sir Knights, 

 We are in still the midst of our Summer break and yet, some of our 

Commanderies are at work with projects to “feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, and bind up the wounds of the afflicted.”  Calvary Commandery 

No. 37, in Danville, in conjunction with Danville Royal Arch Chapter No. 

239, arranged to prepare a meal for the local Ronald McDonald House 

rather than holding their annual picnic to feed themselves. Sir Knights, 

this is putting our faith into action by serving others in our communities 

rather than ourselves.  In Western Pennsylvania, Allegheny Commandery 

No. 35 is making plans for several Commanderies to band together in 

collecting non-perishable items to help stock local food banks this Fall, 

before the holiday season.  Likewise, clothing drives can assist homeless 

shelters prior to the arrival of winter.  These are simple tasks, yet they can 

have a meaningful impact on those less fortunate than ourselves.  I urge 

you all to see what you and YOUR Commandery can do to fulfill our 

obligation as Christian Knights to serve our Lord by serving others.   

 I would also like to remind you that donations are still needed for 

our Holy Land Pilgrimage Endowment Fund, to better enable us to send 

ministers on their personal pilgrimage in the footsteps of Jesus.  If you 

wish to receive a pilgrim pin and neck tie, and even a pewter plate – 

while they last – you may use the donation forms available on the Grand 

Commandery website or from your Recorder.  Please remember that all 

other donations made to the fund by check need to be made payable to the 

Grand Commandery, but must be clearly designated for the “Holy Land 

Pilgrimage Endowment” in the memo field.  This fund is nearing the 

point where it can support one minister per year, but I hope that we can 

continue to grow the fund to sponsor additional pilgrim ministers each 

year.  I feel that, as the third largest Grand Commandery under the Grand 

Encampment, Pennsylvania should be sending multiple ministers each 

year to participate in this valuable educational and spiritual journey.  

 I hope to meet many of you – and you Ladies – in Harrisburg on 

August 17 for our One-Day Conferral of the Orders.  I trust you will find 

it enjoyable and enlightening as we gather to create new Sir Knights and 

review the lessons of Christianity as portrayed in our ritual. 

 I also hope to see many of you at our annual memorial service in 

Gettysburg on September 22.  Please come join with your fraters as we 

remember those who, during this past year, have laid down their swords 

and gone on to be with our Lord.  It is also a fine opportunity to visit the 

beautiful and hallowed fields of Gettysburg, and to reflect on the sacrifice 

of all those who have fought for our country and for freedom. 

 Yours in His Service, 

 SK Richard F. Muth 

 Grand Commander 

 

Some Upcoming Events: 

 August 17 – One-Day Conferral of Orders, Harrisburg 

 September 21 & 22 – Gettysburg Memorial Weekend 

 October 1 – Holy Land Pilgrimage nominations are due! 

 October 5 – Southeast Section Reception in Boyertown 

 October 19 – 150
th
 Anniversary of Allegheny Commandery No.35 

 

A Letter from the Grand Prelate: 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice. … And the 

peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 

and minds through Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:4-7 
 

 Fellow Fraters: St. Paul gives us excellent advice on the importance 

of keeping in mind what is most important to our lives.  In various 

locations in his letters to early Christians he emphasized the critical need 

to be mindful of our relationship with God.  If we live a God-centered life 

and seek to live after the example of Jesus, we will be setting a true 

course that will bring us into safe harbor in God’s eternal realm. 

 It is very easy to become distracted and flummoxed by all that is 

going on in the world at large.  We are blessed to have the holy Scriptures 

to guide us daily.  Unfortunately, some of us try to wing it through life 

without reading the instructions.  I urge each frater to make a firm 

decision to allow God’s word to bring both spiritual direction and 

blessing. May you be blessed with renewal during the summer season. 

 Yours most courteously, 

 Rev. & SK David A. Eichelberger, PDC, KCT, IKT 

 Grand Prelate 
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