
 
20 YEARS SINCE THE RE-OPENING THE LIGHTS OF THE 

ROMANIAN ROYAL ARCH MASONRY 

 

 
 

     Dear Brethren and Companions, 

     It is important to look today with profound consideration in the past, to the 

beginnings of the Rite York Masonry in Romania, in 1882 when the Most 

Worshipful Brother Constantin Moroiu, Grand Master of the National Grand 

Lodge, founded the Supreme Chapter of the Royal Arch of Romania. 

     After the long period of inactivity due to the communist period when 

Romanian Masonry crossed the dark moments of its history, we are happy to 

celebrate this year two decades of the recent history of the Capitular Freemasonry 

in Romania. 

 
     Two decades that some of us have lived as Royal Arch Masons and to whom 

we have to thank today for re-opening the work of our Rite and for being aside to 

us today. With the same deep consideration we must remember the ones passed 

at the Eternal East, our Brethren and Companions present at that time on the 

Masonic site, beginning the reconstruction on the territory of Romania of one of 

the most profound and meaningful Schools of Masonic teachings. 

     The Merits of our Brethren who together with Most Excellent Companions 

Ştefan Mâşu, Manole Iosiper, and the late Most Excellent Companion Radu 

Ionescu, who founded the first three Chapters that formed the basis of the 

formation of the Supreme Grand Chapter in 1999, are well worth to be highly 

appreciated and inscribed in the Noble Book of the History of Romanian 

Masonry. 

 
     The recent way of our Rite and in particular of the Supreme Grand Chapter 

was far from being a triumphant march; it was a way often challenged. The good 

thing is that we had the resources to overcome them; and the reasons for 

satisfaction were much more numerous and more significant. 

 
     This is due to all the active members of the Grand Chapter: the young Master 

Masons who brought a new breath to the Capitular Masonry through enthusiasm 

and dedication, the old initiates who have been noticed by consistency and 

involvement, and not less to those who knew how to put value and to combine 

these qualities for the common good. 

     It is important that we can say today that the York Rite of Romania is a great 

family in the true sense of the word, part of the oldest and most spreaded masonic 

family in the world, a family that honours Romanian Masonry abroad, a family 

involved and dedicated to the large projects of the National Grand Lodge of 

Romania of which it is proud to belong. 

 

I said. 

Traian POPESCU, KYCH, KCT 

Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter  

Royal Arch Masons of Romania 
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