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Respecting God’s Name 

 

 We know it is wrong to take the Lord’s name in vain. The Bible  

tells us: “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the 

Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name” (Exodus 

20:7).        

 God cares about what we say and it is disrespectful with taking 

the Lord’s name in vain. Common sense tells us not to say, “oh my god,” 

or to utter God’s name in other disrespectful ways. 

This is the third command and is among other serious commands 

including idolatry, Sabbath breaking, disrespecting parents, killing, 

adultery, stealing, lying, coveting a neighbor’s spouse and/or possessions. 

 We might wonder if God has bigger concerns than the occasional 

slips of the tongue.  We might think that the third command is possibly 

the most neglected because of “the tendency we all have to dismiss its 

significance.” It’s easy to let this command slide when there are other 

more serious-sounding commandments.  

The Old and New Testaments tell us that what comes out of our 

mouths is more than a matter of words; it points to what is in our hearts:  

“Each tree is recognized by its own fruit … A good man brings good 

things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil 

things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the 

heart is full of” (Luke 6:44a-45).      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we say reveals our substance, the truth of who we are. We 

testify either of our devotion to God or of a spiritual problem. The 

command not to take the Lord’s name in vain follows instructions to love 

God wholeheartedly and not to worship idols.  

 Leviticus 19:12 says, ”Do not swear falsely by my name and so 

profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.”    

 Hebrews emphasizes the importance of worshipping God with a 

sincere heart: “Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the 

full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us 

from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water” 

(Hebrews 10:22). Such devotion involves meaningful intention when 

speaking God’s name.         

 It sends a strong message when we identify with Jesus’ name. We 

are therefore representatives of Christ as though God were sending a 

message through us.  We are in him and he is in us, although—truth be 

told—we don’t always represent Him well. It’s difficult to hear that even 

our smallest actions matter. James 1:26 says this with some strong words, 

“Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein 

on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.” 

Whether or not we follow in Jesus’ footsteps has serious ramifications. 

 Not taking the Lord’s name in vain entails having faith in Jesus as 

the Spirit helps us overcome sin and recreates our lives.  

 As Knights Templar we are charged with supporting and 

protecting the Christian Religion.  By respecting God’s Holy Name and 

commandments by our words and actions we are showing that we honor 

our commitment to God and the Christian Religion.  Whether it be in 

uniform or not chose your words carefully.  What you say and do 

proclaims loudly the true man that you are and is a light that shines 

favorably on our institution for others to see.  None of us are perfect but 

let us always try to do our best. 
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