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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (Oct. 25th for the Nov. issue.)
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Little by little.  One inch at a time, it eats 
away at us.  And we do not realize that we 
are the cause.  We allowed it to happen.  We 
didn’t tell the boss “No.  I have plans with the 
family this weekend.”  or “No.  I have a doctors 
appointment on Wednesday, I am unable to 
work extra hours that evening.”  Compromise 
will only come from the person who needs it.  
People with an agenda, or an ulterior motive, 
do not start out by compromising.

These situations must be handled correctly.  
If someone needs your help, by all means, help them.  But again, these 
situations cannot become chronic.  When they do, they become the norm, 
and become accepted.  Once accepted, it has a hard time being changed.  The 
more you agree to help, the more they will continue to ask.  The more time 
you will have to dedicate.  The more work you will have to do.  The more stress 
you will have to endure.  The more anxiety you will have.

We as Masons have working tools that 
help show us how to handle these 
situations.  We are taught how to keep 
our levels of anxiety down, and how to 
keep our stress levels down as well.  We 
are given a 24 inch gauge.  The gauge 
is a standard, or scale of measurement.  
And we are taught to use it to divide our 
time.  But time is only one portion of 
this.  We also need to use our gavel.

The gavel teaches us to divest ourselves of our vices 
and superfluities.  Now, a vice is usually associated with 
something immoral, or a depraved act, but the word 
“vice” has another definition.  It also means “a fault, 
a defect, or a shortcoming, or a bad habit”  In this 
situation, it definitely applies.

We also have our hoodwink and cable-tow.  The 
hoodwink is synonymous with the inability to 
see properly.  It is symbolic of our inability to 
see the light, even when it is right in front 
of us.  The hoodwink also teaches us that 
sometimes we cannot see what the problem 
is, and we are going to cast about blindly 
until we get it figured out.  We have to take 
it off, and truly look at what the problem is in 
order to resolve it.

Now, the cable-tow is demonstrative of the 
penalty.  It is symbolic of limitations, and the cord 
is only so long.  The further we pull on our cable 
tow, the tighter it pulls around 
our necks.  When we cannot divest 
ourselves of these shortcomings, and 
cannot manage our time properly, we 
feel the cable-tow slowly tightening 
around our necks, imposing the guttural 
penalty.  This is the inability to speak up for 
one’s self, without exploding emotionally.  The 
more we allow this to happen, the less our words 
will have meaning.  


