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Greetings Sir Knights: 

 In this issue I would like to examine the possible origin of the name of our Or-
der, ‘Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon’ (or Pauperes 
commilitones Christi Templique Salomonici in Latin). The name directly links the 
order with the Temple of Solomon.  However, from a historical prospective, The 
Temple of Solomon pertains to an enigmatic ancient structure whose existence 
is still debated among historians.  According to Biblical traditions, this massive 
religious structure mentioned with incredible details was the centerpiece of 
the so-called Jerusalem sanctuary, and was erected on the man-made plateau 
known as the Temple Mount around 960 BC.  Unfortunately, archeology has still 
not been able to reveal much about the actual presence of any such ancient 
monument.
 The “Temple of Solomon” referred to in the name of the Templars 
might not be what one would be inclined to think.  After the Order was rati-
fied by the Church (possibly at the Council of Nablus circa 1120 AD), the King of 
Jerusalem, Balwin II, gifted the Templars a wing of his makeshift ‘palace’ inside 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque situated on the Temple Mount.  Given the Temple Mount’s 
mystical (and possibly physical) association with the alleged location of the 
Temple of Solomon, Western Europeans frequently (and misleadingly) referred 
to the Al-Aqsa Mosque as the “Temple”.  As a result, the new occupants of this 
palace probably became known as the ‘Templars’ or Soldiers of the ‘Order of 
the Temple’. As an aside, Al-Aqsa is possibly the oldest Islamic structure in the 
world.  However, since it was rebuilt many times during the course of history, 
the building cannot be considered as the oldest ‘extant’ specimen of Islamic 
architecture. That honor belongs to the proximate Dome of The Rock.

Yours in Templiary, 
Paul L. Chello 

Knight Templar Eye Foundation
     As summer vacations come to an end and we resume our labors in Templary, it is 
time to reaffirm our efforts for our main charity—The Knight Templar Eye Foundation.  
I am planning to visit as many commanderies as are interested, and have the time, to 
show a short powerpoint presentation on the history of the Eye Foundation and the 
scope of what it does. Many Sir Knights know that the Foundation is involved in eye 
research, but are not aware of how and why it was started or the importance or magni-
tude of what is done each year in eye research.
 
It is hoped that I can provide some information in these areas. I look forward to seeing 
you in the coming months.

Courteously,
SK Craig R. Nelson

Grand Captain General

Scheduled Inspections:    
09/11/2018 - Cyrene Commandery No. 8 
- Middletown - Dinner at 6:30pm – Reserva-
tions Required.

10/19/2018 - New Haven Commandery No. 
2 – New Haven - Dinner at 6:30pm – Reserva-
tions Required.

11/06/2018 - Washington No. 1 – East Hart-
ford - Dinner Information to follow

11/09/2018 - Palestine Commandery No. 6 – 
Norwich - Dinner Information to follow

11/15/2018 - Hamilton Commandery No. 5 – 
Stratford - Dinner Information to follow

11/20/2018  - St. Elmo Commandery No. 9 – 
Meriden - Dinner Information to follow

Grand Commandery presents sword to Connecticut DeMolay

On Friday, July 13, RE Past Grand Commander, Charles McCollum, presented a ceremo-
nial sword to State Master Councilor, Even Ruszczyk, and Executive Officer, Brian Beals, 
at the opening of the annual Conclave for Connecticut DeMolay.

Executive Officer Beals noted that the sword would be presented annually to the Chap-
ter that brings in the most members during the year.  This year the Chapter receiving 
the sword was Paul Revere Chapter.


