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Grand Commander’s  Message 
Dear Sir Knights,
 Since the August Knights Templar article, I traveled to the 
Grand Encampment Triennial from August 18 - August 22, 2018. 
�e Grand Encampment held elections and all o�cers for the Grand 
Encampment were present and we have a new Grand Master. I did 
have the honor of meeting him face to face, at the Southeastern 
Department convention, he has some great ideas and I look forward 
to working with him for the next three years. We have completed 
three area meetings and they appeared to be well received by the 
local Commanderies. �e District Deputies and District Instructors 
have done an outstanding job setting up the Area Meetings and I 
want to give them a hearty thank you and a job well done. We have 
one more Area meeting set for September 8th, 2018 in Jacksonville 
at the Grand York Rite Temple. �e Grand Commandery has 
attended the youth conventions, DeMolay State Conclave on July 
21, 2018 and the Order of Rainbow convention on June 23rd, 2018. 
We are supporting our Youth as these are the future of our York 
Rite bodies. I have visited several Commanderies and they appear to 
be on track and have a good armory. �e Sir Knights are looking 
sharp in their uniforms and the opening and closing is going well. 
Most of the work is done from memory and that is good. 
 We are entering the fall of the year and there will be many 
events for all Sir Knights to attend; there are going to be many York 
Rite Festivals. So please be sure to attend a festival and participate in 
the degrees and orders so you can receive more light in Masonry. 

 As I stated at the Conclave, the Grand Commandery is a team, 
and we work well together as a team. Let us as Sir Knight's keep that 
in mind and make this Grand Commandery year a very successful  
and productive year. 
 Just a thought, remember when a new Sir Knight comes to 
your Commandery greet him with a hardy handshake, be a mentor 
to him and invite him to attend all Commandery functions. If we 
mentor our new Sir Knights they are more likely to return to our 
conclaves and not just be a card carrying member. Remember that 
our Grand Commandery will be great with the help of every Sir 
Knight in the State. Please remember the word COMMITMENT, 
and the Can Do attitude that all Sir Knights have and this Grand 
Commandery year will be the greatest of this century. 
 One last item I want to mention is Awards. On my travels 
around the State, and at the conclave, there are not many awards 
being given to the Commanderies. Each Commander and the 
Recorder are the ones to guide the Commandery as to awards. Let 
each Commandery qualify for the 2018 Beauceant. Last year we had 
eight Commanderies qualify for the award, I wish all commanderies 
in the state to try and qualify for this award. �e Sir Knights in the 
local commanderies must understand they are part of the award 
system, and each Sir Knight should support his Commandery.

 Remember, be faithful to God, your family and country.

Courteously and fraternally,
S.K. James T. Mason
REGC


