
 

 

 

 

 

 “Unintended Consequences” 

 I recently watched two historical lectures, both of which 

mentioned the Templars in passing, and they gave note to a couple 

of “unintended consequences” arising from the Crusades and 

occupation of the Holy land during the 12
th
 and 13

th
 centuries.  

  Quite a few European Knights answered the call of Pope 

Urban II and his successors.  In those days if one was to enter the 

gates of the city of Jerusalem, all of his sins were forgiven, so to go 

to Jerusalem could be one’s salvation. (Historians will also point out 

that this practice was also a good way to get criminals and other 

sinners out of your town for a few years, as the trek to Jerusalem 

was a long one).  The early successes of the Knights astonished 

quite a few across Europe which made recruitment that much easier 

for a short period. It was this recruitment, and the movement of men 

in both directions that was said to give rise to the earlier mentioned 

“unintended consequences”.  These men boarded leaky merchant 

ships to gain access to Palestine, and merchants like to have cargo 

going both directions. 

 Unintended consequence number one was the trade itself. 

Europe had been isolated from the rest of the world when the 

Crusades started. The “Dark Ages” were aptly named from a 

Masonic sense, as it was a time where a lack of knowledge 

prevailed. Less than 5% of people were literate in this time, and most 

to those who were literate were clergy and nobles.  Even some great 

kings of the era couldn’t read or write. But merchants brought a great 

many things back from their trips to the Middle East. They returned 

to Europe with the writings of Greek Scholars through Arabic 

translations, sciences, silks from the East, spices and more. All of 

this poured through the sea-going cities of Italy. The European pallet 

was awaked to these new things. The Templars, by their stubborn 

fortitude to keep the road to Jerusalem open, also allowed the time 

to open Europe to the trade routes of the Old Persian Empire and 

even into India and China.  This sparked the beginnings of the 

European trade society. 

 The second unintended consequence of holding the Holy 

Land was none the less than the Renaissance itself, according to 

some theories.  It is said that a wealth of goods and knowledge that 

poured in to Europe during the time of the Templars and this created 

a new class of people, the merchant class – or what we would call 

the middle class today. By the time Phillip the Fair rounded up the 

Templars, literacy in Europe had risen to an estimated 23% and it 

was no longer restricted to nobility and clergy.  This trend would 

continually climb over the next few centuries.   

 The call for Templars started, not only brought forth fighting, 

but opened trade routes, long extinct in Europe at the time.  The 

influx of money created by the mass trade and allowed the financing 

of large building projects, such as the great churches of Europe, 

soon guilds formed to regulate them – for example the Masons.  

These are a few of many little things which bind us together today 

that were the indirect or rather “unintended consequences” of the 

ancient Knights Templar going off to aid the travel of pilgrims. 

Fraternally yours, 

Sir Knight Jamie Carwell 

Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander 
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