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shelter, and friendship. I know from personal experience that I am ‘preaching to the choir’, and I am proud to 
be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work!         

  
 

 

September, 2018 

 

 

due a Grand Officer of the Grand Commandery, and more importantly, the welcome 
and friendship of brothers and friends. I thank you all for the honor you have given 
me this year, and again most importantly, the friendship.  Another thing from that 
first message that I still believe: “You are the Grand Commandery of Kentucky, and 
the future of the organization is in your hands. I believe those hands are strong and 
capable hands, and as we work together, ‘Doing Good Work’, the best days of 
Templary in Kentucky lie before us”. 
 One of the most enjoyable experiences that I have had this year has been to 
assist in the conferral of the Orders. I thank you for each invitation and each 
opportunity. All of the Orders are beautiful, meaningful, spiritual ritual and I would 
encourage more of our Commanderies to return to the days of conferring the work 
themselves. There are a number of Knights across the Commonwealth who are willing 
to travel and assist you, but the strength of the Commandery is going to come as we 
begin again to confer our own work. I really enjoy conferring the Order of the Temple, 
but there is an entirely different enjoyment that come in watching a Commandery do 
their own work, to see the pride and confidence that brings, and the impression that 
it makes on the candidates.   

 Please plan on joining us at the Grand Conclave at the Embassy Suites in 
Lexington on September 17. Take part in the business of your Grand Commandery. 
Show your support for the officers who will be leading you the next four years. Sir 
Knight Billy Riggs has a plan ready to put in place, Marvin and Bill are waiting in the 
wings, and we have two excellent candidates for the bottom of the line, Sir Knights 
Miles Ward and Joe Giles. I am excited that we have the level of interest that multiple 
candidates are again running for that office. I believe it is indicative of the work and 
dedication shown by the elected leadership over the last few years. 
We will have one item of legislation at our Grand Conclave this year that I am aware 
of. The Holy Land Pilgrimage Committee has presented legislation to again make that 
committee a Standing Committee, its members to serve three-year terms, and to 
establish an endowment fund to support the work of sending Christian ministers to 
the Holy Land. It will not affect assessments; all monies going into this fund will come 
from donations and fundraising activities of the committee. The Holy Land  Pilgrimage            
Committee is one thing that we do that can have an eternal significance, and that can 
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EDITOR-J. B. HITT   8110 SPRING ORCHARD  CT. 
LOUISVILLE 40218   jbhitt@att.net 

Sir Knights, 
Eleven months ago, I wrote to you of my anticipation of the year to 
come and my plans for that year. That year is rapidly drawing to a 
close, and a lot of life has happened. I remain humbled by the 
support and encouragement that I have received across the state. 
Everywhere I have traveled, I have been received  with  the  respect  

 

FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
(Continued from Facing Page) 

have a positive impact on our communities and our world. I encourage your support of 
this legislation. If you have any questions, please contact PGC Larry Carte. 

Again, I extend my thanks for the privilege of serving you this year as Grand 
Commander. It is an experience that I will always treasure and I hope that in some 
small way I have had a positive influence. To the elected and appointed officers, 
Division Commanders, the committees and those I turned to for advice, Thank You. 
And to every Sir Knight who has extended a hand in friendship, pointed the way to the 
dining hall, helped carry my gear, bought a ticket for my fundraiser, and in way made 
the way lighter, Thank You.  

Sir Knights, we have stressed the importance of doing Good Work this year, 
not just for the sake of the work, but to glorify our Heavenly Father. We have pledged 
our swords, and our lives to the cause of Christ. The greatest Good Work that we can 
do is done in His name.  

My thoughts for each of you as I close my last message as your Grand 
Commander comes from the book of Numbers: “the LORD bless you and keep you;

 
the 

LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
 
the LORD turn his face toward 

you and give you peace.”  
As always, Sir Knights, continue His faithful soldier unto death. 

Courteously, Randall Partin         
Grand Commander 

CORRECTION 
Last month’s article on the schedule for  the grand sessions this September was a little 
premature.  The York Rite Council at the quarterly meeting in Lexington decided that 
this year all three installations will be held on Wednesday, September 19 beginning 
after the close of Grand Chapter and lunch.  This will allow a little more time on 
Monday and Tuesday for other activities.  
Please make note of this change and plan to remain at the hotel a little later on 
Wednesday.  It should not take over two hours for all three installations, thus we 
should depart before 4 P.M. 

 
                        FROM MARK ELLIOTT 
CHAIRMAN, KNIGHT TEMPLAR EYE FOUNDATION 

The golf scramble was held at Wild Turkey Trace in Lawrenceburg, Kentucky on 
Saturday, July 28.  Mark has planned and carried out this fundraiser for six consecutive 
years with ever improvung results. 
All prize money was donated back. With the $10,000 donation from Kosair Charities it 
looks like our total donation will be $11, 925.  
Closest to the Pin: Jim Hogue 
First Place was the team of Jim King, Larry Sanders, Jackie Antle and Sam Burke. 
Longest Putt: Ron Wise 
Prize winners were: longest drive: Monty Montfort 
Second place was the team of Buddy Demling and HI Stroth 
We had 5 teams, 18 golfers, and beautiful weather.  
We were glad to have with us our Deputy Grand Commander Billy Riggs along with 
Past Grand Commanders George Brooks and Jim King.  
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