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Louisiana York Rite Calendar: see http://www.yorkritela.org/la/  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Holy Land Pilgrimage Process 
 

 

Local Commanderies of Knights Templar submit applications from local 
ministers of their choosing for the Knight Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage to the 
Committee on Holy Land Pilgrimage of the Grand Commandery of their state 
(from this point on listed as the State Committee).  
  

Donations are received from local commanderies, divisions, auxillary groups 
and others by the State Committee of the Grand Commandery and may be 
pooled to provide funding for the upcoming pilgrimage.  
  

The State Committee reviews the applications and selects the number of 
ministers they will be sending based on the available funds, using the criteria 
listed in 'Guidelines for Selection of Ministers'.  
  

Some local Commanderies or others choose to fully sponsor a minister and pay 
the entire fee.  In the case of 100% sponsorship, the Commandery or Division 
often selects the minister for full sponsorship.  The 100% sponsored ministers 
are expected to meet the spirit of the qualifications listed in 'Guidelines for 
Selection of Ministers'.  
  

The list of those ministers selected from the application pool and the 100% 
sponsorships for each state are forwarded to the Holy Land Pilgrimage 
Committee of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States 
of America who oversees the actual travel arrangements.  
  

While some State Committees may follow other procedures, they still follow 
the process of sending the Application/Nomination Form, Pilgrim Certification 
Form and full payment for each of their Pilgrim ministers to the Grand 
Encampment Chairman of the Committee on Holy Land Pilgrimage by the due 
date of October 10 each year.   
 

Above Information from Grand Encampment Website: 
http://www.kemerley.com/Freemasonry/KT/HLP/Holy_Land_Pilgrimage_I
NTRO.htm 

 
 

From your Louisiana Grand Commander 
 

 

John Quincy Adams Fellows was one of the more famous masons to serve in 
Louisiana in the 19th century.  He was a member of various New Orleans 
masonic bodies and took his Templar orders in Indivisible Friends 
Commandery No. 1 in 1856.  He was elected Grand Master of our Grand Lodge 
in 1860 and elected to the bottom of the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar line in 1865, becoming Grand Master of the Grand Encampment 
Knights Templar of the United States of America in 1871.  Perhaps the most 
remarkable accomplishment of Grand Master Fellows was his record as Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment.  The Civil War had just ended in 1865, and 
much of the South, including Louisiana, was still under occupation by northern 
troops.  Tensions were high across the country. 
  
Against this backdrop, according to the Grand Encampment website, Grand 
Master Fellows took office: “Sir Knight Fellows met with firmness and tact the 
many problems and controversies that arose during the period of adjustment 
that followed the Civil War. At the Conclave of 1874 he made his report, which 
included forty-three decisions. The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted a 
unanimous report sustaining all his decisions, which was adopted without a 
negative vote. This remains a remarkable and outstanding record in the annals 
of the Order.” 
  
What lesson can we apply from this example of our history to our present day 
fraternity?  I would suspect that not everyone agreed with Grand Master 
Fellows’ decisions.  The nature of a decision is such that there are multiple 
alternatives with one having been chosen by the decision maker.  If everyone 
agreed, there would be no need for a decision.  But I think that it speaks 
volumes to the men of that day and to Grand Master Fellows that once Grand 
Master Fellows made his decision, he was supported in it.  Perhaps they 
realized that strong leadership is often a good thing, and petty quarrels for 
the sake of petty quarrels are not.   
  
But perhaps the most important lesson of John Q. A. Fellows is that we have 
a resilient fraternity, able to withstand even the Civil War.  We have a history 
of good men rising up to meet the challenges of the day and lead our fraternity 
to greater achievement.  I pray that God continue to give us leaders such as 
this.  

                    J. Keith Gates, Grand Commander of Louisiana 
 
 

“Chivalry, Christianity, Templary - A Way of Life” 
 

“Every Christian Mason should be a Knight Templar” 
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