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The Leaves of Autumn 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

As of the August supplement we were short an officer. To date this vacancy has 
not been filled. However, your Grand Officer line was advanced leaving the va-
cancy for now at the Grand Warder’s station. Presuming there are no further 
unanticipated openings, the stations are filled as follows:  SK Dennis Abernathy 
– Grand Senior Warden and Region 3 Regional Officer, SK Michael Rohman – 
Grand Junior Warden and Region 4 Regional Officer, SK Kevin Sample – Grand 
Standard Bearer and Region 5 Regional Officer, and SK Bobbie White – Grand 
Sword Bearer and Region 6 Regional Officer. As it is early in the year, I intend 
to appoint a Grand Warder for the remainder of the term. 

The Grand Encampment Triennial was interesting and enlightening. Your Mis-
souri delegation was well represented at this session. Specific Triennial items 
such as legislation, elections, appointments, and the state of the Grand En-
campment will be covered in later issues. 

In the month of September, your Grand Officer corps will be in San Antonio, 
Texas for the South Central Conference to be held September 21st and 22nd. 
During the South Central Department Conference, we will have the opportunity 
to meet on a personal level with our new Grand Encampment Officers. If you 
have ever wondered how your Grand Encampment per capita fees are used, 
these Conferences are an excellent example. In addition to meeting with the 
officers, education seminars covering areas of finance and accounting, mem-
bership records (MMS), Holy Land Pilgrimage activities, and guest representa-
tives of or recipients of Knight Templar Eye Foundation programs are present. 

The Emerging Leader classes are also conducted during the South Central Con-
ference. It is during the South Central Department Conference that we are 
asked to submit recommendations of people to be invited for future Emerging 
Leader training. A number of your Grand Line Officers for Chapter, Council and 
Commandery have participated in this program and found the course of in-
struction beneficial. At this point we have 7 or 8 names of Companions and Sir 
Knights to be submitted. As a heads up, throughout the course of the year, I 
may be asking for a Masonic resume from some of you. I am doing this for 
several reasons. First, to consider you as a potential candidate for the leader-
ship training program. Second, we are always looking for Sir Knights interested 
in serving the Grand Commandery beyond their local Commandery (i.e., com-

mittees, appointed offices, special projects). Third, at a personal level, I would 
like an opportunity to become better acquainted with you. 

Scheduled activities within Missouri for September: 
• Region 7 York Rite Conference, Bolivar, MO, the 8th 
• Official Visit to Rolla Commandery 59, Rolla, MO, the 17th (tentative 

based on work schedule) 
• Grand Lodge Grand Session, Columbia, MO, the 23rd through the 25th 
• Grand High Priest Reception, Shelbina Masonic Lodge, Shelbina, MO, the 

29th 

Gentlemen there has been discussion in the past regarding the effectiveness of 
our Regional Conferences and some of the concerns and criticisms are valid. 
We all need to take a measure of accountability for the perceived or real short-
comings in the conference format. At the Grand Commandery level perhaps 
our direction was not necessarily as clear as it could and should have been. 
Perhaps we need to prepare a series of better, more informative presentations. 
For some reason there is a perception that these conferences are only for the 
officers of our Commanderies. This is grossly inaccurate. Any Sir Knight is eli-
gible and earnestly encouraged to attend. This is your time to ask questions, 
present ideas, and make recommendations. This is your time to influence your 
Commandery, your Region, and your Grand Commandery. To this end I would 
like to see, at minimum, the following items presented. First, a short presenta-
tion on the Class B drill and its use in openings. Second, a discussion or pre-
sentation on the “With Fervency and Zeal” production. Third, videos on the 
KTEF programs similar to what is covered during the Department Conference. 
Sir Knights, we can only improve ourselves with your input. 

“Every good endowment and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth that we 
should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. Know this, my beloved brethren.  
Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, …” (James 1: 17-
19, RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

THOUGHTS OF AUTUMN 
As we move into autumn, we might recall a couple of songs from the sixties:  
“See You In September” and “The Summer Song.” The first speaks of a couple 
hoping to reunite after a summer of separation. The second speaks of a love 
coming to a conclusion at the end of summer. One looks ahead while the other 
looks back. We each seem to do this in our lives. It is comfortable to look back 
and live in the past. However, this is not God’s design. God wants us to always 
look forward. As summer turns to autumn, look forward and thank God for the 
richness of our past years as well as the many blessings He has in store for us 
in our future years.
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