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Grand Commander’s Message 
 
Christian Greetings, Sir Knights 
 
It is hard to believe that the kids are back in school.  Summer Assembly 
at Maggie Valley was a big success, the summer vacations are over and 
we are getting back to some sense of normalcy.  Please make sure that 
your routine includes attending your Lodge and York Rite Bodies.  In 
most Bodies, the end of the year is when you typically open the 
Commandery in form. 
 
It is extremely important that everyone from the Commander to the 
Sentinel and everyone present take responsibility to make these 
meetings enjoyable for everyone.  These meetings are not intended to 
be work, but should also be fun.  However, fun is not to be the yard stick 
by which you choose to conduct the affairs of the Commandery.  
Everyone has a role, but your elected officers did accept their stations 
and vowed to lead the Commandery in the right direction.   With the 
title, there comes the responsibility. 
 
Section 70 of the Grand Encampment Constitution reads, “Each Officer 
of a Commandery, before entering upon the discharge of the duties of 
his office, shall take the following vow, viz: ‘I, (A.B.), do promise and vow 
that I will support and maintain the Constitution, Statutes, Rules, 
Regulations and Rituals of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of 
the United States of America, the Constitution, Laws, Rules and 
Regulations of the Grand Commandery of this Jurisdiction, and the By-
Laws, Rules and Regulations of this Commandery, and that I will 
faithfully discharge the duties of the office in which I am about to be 
installed, to the best of my ability.’” 
 
 

 

Let’s focus on the “Faithful Discharge” of your responsibilities.  When 
you accept the office, you are making an agreement with your Bodies 
that you will faithfully serve the members. In the context of the vow, 
Faithful means diligent (adjective) – attentive, conscientious, meticulous, 
mindful, persevering, persistent, unrelenting and unwavering. Faithful 
can also mean loyal (adjective) - constant, dependable, duteous, reliable, 
sincere and unfailing. 
 
As an officer, particularly a dais officer, it is your responsibility to make 
sure that your Commandery is healthy and has a vision on how to 
improve the experience.  If your Commandery has a plan, great; execute 
the plan and reap the benefits.  If you know that your Commandery has 
opportunities for improvement, now is the time for action.  I encourage 
the officers to get together on non-meeting nights and develop a plan.  
The Grand Commandery has furnished your Commander, Generalissimo, 
Captain General and Recorder with a list that can “kick-start” your plan.   
 
How you manage the year is your legacy to the Masonic Fraternity.  How 
do want your Sir Knights to remember this year?  Be sure to pull 
together and do something that will make a difference.  As I’ve said in 
the district meetings and other communications, you have been given 
something special by the Sir Knights that came before you. It is your 
responsibility to give it to your successors, for you are now the custodian 
of this great organization. 
 
Since the last supplement, Sir Knight David Lee Hargett, Jr., Past Grand 
Commander of North Carolina 1988 passed away on July 26, 2018.  
Many people may know David from the several national offices that he 
held, but everyone knows David by the legacy he left this fraternity.  To 
the members of the Monroe York Rite Bodies, David was more than one 
of the Sir Knights, he always encouraged us to do better and not take the 
easy way out.  We learned about Templary but we learned what it 
means to be a Mason.  In honor of Sir Knight David Lee Hargett, Jr., your 
Commandery has been issued General Order No.1 to drape your charter 
till the end of my term of office. 
 
In His Service,  

David C. Ladd 
Grand Commander 
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