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In keeping with the historical theme, I thought I would 

continue with some more tales and stories from the establishment 

of the Grand Commandery. 

I recently found a version of the proceedings for the 

establishment in 1826 and then the years 1860-1869. As was 

mentioned last month, the first encampment (what we call a 

commandery today) took place in Hanover in 1824 and became 

Trinity commander. We know the period of dormancy until the late 

1850s and the re-establishment of Trinity No. 1 in Manchester. If 

you recall, DeWitt Clinton came next in Portsmouth. Interesting 

note, the first time that group marched in the St. Johns Day 

procession was in 1826 for the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of 

the Declaration of Independence. Finally, Mt. Horeb, which started 

in Hopkinton and moved to Concord. 

It was these three that helped to found our original Grand 

Commandery and said constitution. Of note was the mandate in the 

grand bylaws that the orders be conferred for sum of no less than 

$25, which in today’s money, is roughly $600 and an additional $2 

for each knighting or $50 today was to be paid to the Grand 

Commandery! That is a testament to the value which was placed on 

joining such an august body.  

The first constitution, mentioned above, was quickly 

expanded upon by 1827. Some unique amendments were put forth. 

Such as the top three Grand Officers had to be from different local 

commanderies and each local body would also provide for four of 

the grand officers each to allow for equal distribution. Each of the 

orders could request petition to establish a new local body, but the 

Order of the Red Cross required at least seven petitioners and the 

other two orders at least nine each. Again, the fees in today’s 

money is quite astounding. The fee for the charter of a red cross 

 

 

body was $30 or $730 in 2018 and for Malta and Knights Templar 

was $60 each or $1450. Further, the Grand Recorder received $10 

($250) for endorsing said petitions. There is an exclusion for 

knighting’s that was put forth, that waived the fee for any clergy 

others the same $2 ($50 in 2018) applied. 

  There are many other quirks that may seem out of the norm 

for today’s practices. If the Commander could not attend, the 

Generalissimo would wear his jewel and so on. Remember, this is 

before the establishment of the regalia we were today and are all 

familiar with. There is no mention of the Malta jewel being 

required, but no one would be admitted with out a knights templar 

“badge” (there is no description of what this looked like 

unfortunately). A lecture was to be given at every Grand 

Commandery meeting on the orders of knighthood to help ensure 

unity throughout the jurisdiction. These are just a few of the 

interesting bylaws which you can find if you spend a little time 

online looking at the past proceedings. They are fairly easy to find 

on google with a little effort. The intent is not to provide a complete 

recounting of our history here, but to offer some glimpses into our 

beginnings and may strike your interest to dig deeper. 

 Finally, at the time of this writing, the Grand Encampment 

Triennial had not taken place, but by the publishing it shall have 

been held, our new Grand Master of the Grand Encampment will 

have been installed and a new triennial term begun. 

 The Fall is the time to begin our “harvest” as we roll up our 

sleeves and get back to work. It is a new Triennial, much will have 

changed, but much will also be as it has always been. We have 

brothers and companions who still see out further light and our 

chivalric orders can provide that. Let us return, refreshed from our 

summer, eager to do the good work Templary so richly deserves! 

    IHS, 

  SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, GCG – Editor  

 

P.S. The offer is always open for guest contributors/authors. Please 

email or speak with me if you would like to provide a piece for a 

future supplement. I know you all have lots of great insights to 

offer and would warmly welcome your support. 
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