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Sir Knights, 

September, and the Labor Day Holiday, tradi-
tionally brings what most consider as the end 
of the summer. While we tend to think of the 
summer months as slower paced and relax-
ing, September proves quite the opposite. La-
bor Day is celebrated the fi rst Monday in the 
month and was created in 1894 to celebrate 
the contributions of American Labor to the 
Nation.  So, enjoy your time with your friends 
and family as we move into Autumn. 

Connecting with our Youth is our future! Th e 
enthusiasm of our Fraternal Youth organiza-
tions speaks well for the future of our Frater-
nity and for the future of our Country. A few 
months ago, I attended our state’s Interna-
tional Order of the Rainbow for Girls Grand 
Assembly. Recently, I attended our state’s De-
Molay Convention at our Scottish Rite build-
ing.  I must say, WOW, the youth’s ritual work 
is superb and rivals our degree work. Seeing 
the enthusiasm of these young men and la-
dies and their adult leaders at work and their 
dedication to fully immersing themselves into 
each part was awe inspiring!    

Last year’s Grand Encampment initiative 
for Commanderies to connect more with 
DeMolay Chapters came to fruition when I 
displayed the new Commandery/DeMolay 
broad sword at their recent annual sessions.  I 
presented a brief history of this new program 
on how DeMolay share our Masonic ethics 
and I challenged each of the Chapters to strive 
to earn the distinction of having this broad 

sword displayed in their Chapter for the ensuing year.  I will be presenting this broad 
sword to the top Chapter at our annual York Rite sessions in April.

In case you have not had a chance to review my offi  cial visits to our Commander-
ies, here it is again:  
 Gallup, Baldwyn#12:  Oct 1 Clovis, Rio Hondo #6: Oct 8 
 Santa Fe #1: Oct 9 Farmington, Shiprock #15: Oct 11
 Albuquerque, Pilgrim #3: Oct 15          Las Cruces #11:  Nov 12

Th e Southwest’s Premier York Rite Festival
Reminder from our last month’s supplement, the Colorado River Fall Festival in 
Laughlin, Nevada on 21 – 23 October 2018. You can fi nd information and registra-
tion materials online at https://www.crff .org. Hope to see you there this year!

Southwest York Rite Conference 
Our conference will be held at the Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas, NV from November 2nd 
through the 3rd.  Here are some important dates to keep in mind:  Emerging Leaders 
program registration is by October 1st; room reservations by October 2nd and the 
Conference registration is by October 15.  All Dias Commandery offi  cers are expect-
ed to attend and all Sir Knights are encourage to attend.  Very informative programs 
will be presented each day.  Th ere are special activities for the ladies planned that will 
include shuttle transportation. Please visit their website at https://swyrc.org for more 
details and I will see you there!

Drill and Ceremonies
      Guidance for Offi  cers giving Commands: 

• An offi  cer does not execute his own commands. He executes the movement 
either before or aft er the command to the lines. For example: For Sir Knights, 
Draw, SWORDS, he draws his sword before giving the command.

• For Sir Knights, Return, SWORDS, he returns his sword aft er the knights have 
executed his command. 

• For Uncover, he uncovers aft er the Knights have executed his command. 
• For Recover, he recovers before giving the command. 

Have you seen or visited the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar website? We 
have a link through our website address:  http://www.nmyorkrite.org

Courteously,

Christopher A. Larsen, II
Grand Commander

Pictures - Page Opposite - the DeMolay sword:
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Bottom: Christopher A. Larsen, II, 
Right Eminent Grand Commander
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