
 

 Sir Knights, 

September is here and it is time to resume our Masonic 

labors. I truly hope that everyone had an enjoyable summer and 

will return rested and refreshed. We have much to do this fall. 

Over the summer, I attended the Eastern Star Annual 

Assembly, the Job’s Daughters Session, the Rainbow Girls Session, 

the DeMolay Convention, the United Grand Commandery of 

Pennsylvania Prince Hall Affiliate Annual Conclave and the Grand 

Encampment Triennial. I marched in several parades and attended 

Knight Templar picnics. It has been a very busy and a very 

enjoyable summer. My biggest take away from these travels is that 

our Masonic Family is alive and well in Pennsylvania and that our 

Masonic Youth Organizations are doing well and providing our 

world with the future leadership that will be necessary to continue 

the brotherly love and comradery that we find today in our 

Fraternity. They also inspire me to believe that they will lead us to 

a future unlike the one the news depicts our world to be headed for. 

Our Youth Groups instill the Light of Hope in me. 

On August 11, 2018, we conferred all three Orders in full 

form at York-Gethsemane Commandery in York. We had a 

tremendous class of Candidates and the Orders were conferred very 

impressively. I would like to thank all those Sir Knights who 

participated in the Conferrals for the time and effort that they put 

into making this a memorable experience for the candidates and all 

present. It was impressive to see all the knights in historical regalia 

for the Order of the Temple and I believe the class that day 

received three orders that they will remember for a lifetime.  

Though they are now Sir Knights our job is not finished.  

Each Knight needs to help Mentor our new knights. Show them all 

of the brotherly love and comradery that we share in Templary and 

make their transition into your Commandery a memorable one. 

Search your hearts and remember how, on the day you 

joined this great fraternity, you looked forward to enjoying all the 

things that you could do in York Rite Masonry. The same applies to 

all the new Sir Knights that you have inducted into your 

Commanderies. Sir Knights, it is up to us to retain these new 

Knights and show them what we love about Templary. We must 

bring them into the fold and share the love and passion we have for 

Templary with them. Remember how you wanted to get involved in 

your Commandery. Find something for them to do that they will be 

comfortable with and make them feel at home.  

Dates to remember: 

Sept 15 Masonic Battlefield Tour - Gettysburg 

Sept 15 Division 11 Reception - Gettysburg 

Sept 16 Memorial Service – Gettysburg 

Sept 22 Autumn Day – Elizabethtown 

Oct    6  Northwest Reception – Grove City 

S.K. Benjamin A. Beynon, Grand Commander 
GRAND PRELATE MESSAGE 

Fraters: 

As we reconvene our conclaves for this fall in September, let 

us remember what Isaac Watts wrote in his hymn “When I Survey 

the Wondrous Cross”.  When one sings this hymn, it represents 

powerful images and strong emotions which describe Isaac’s pure 

devotion to God.  The blend suggests a strong tonic for a believer’s 

faith.  It memorializes Christ’s work of redemption through His 

death on the cross which is the most significant act in human 

history. 

Fraters, the next time you hear that hymn and take 

communion it should remind you why we are soldiers of Christ 

defending the faith of all Commanderies in our state. 

Sir Knights, as I join each of you in taking a stand supporting 

the faith of Templary and carry the cross of Jesus Christ, we are 

truly defending His cause as our Captain of Salvation. 

S.K. (Rev) Richard M. Barner, Associate Grand Prelate. 
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