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Dear Sir Knights and Brethren,  
 
As we move through this year, at what seems to be an 
alarmingly fast pace, many of us are embarking on new 
adventures, new schools, new jobs, and so much else new. 
While new is an essential term for advertisers and salespeople, 
it is not a bad word in Masonry. New can be good, but it is also 
important to talk about the old and the traditional. There are so 
many traditions in our gentle craft that stretch back for 
centuries and more, and these need to be cherished and 
maintained. The question is how is it that we can maintain 
these traditions in an ever-changing world? Have you ever 
been to a Lodge or a York Rite body and could only recognize 
the work? If it is outside of our jurisdiction, that is OK. But 
what if it is in our own State? Although the differences tend to 
be small here in South Carolina, they are often there.  
 
One of the most important ways that we keep our beloved 
traditions and teach new brethren and Sir Knights is our 
District and State Educational sessions. By this point, hopefully 
you have already heard dates in your District, or have even 
attended an educational session. There are three components of 
the educational sessions that we are focusing on. First, the 
reminders of the grips and words, sword cuts and tactics, and 
the other traditional workings of such sessions. If there are 
particular issues that you need addressed, please be sure to let 

your District Deputy Grand Commander know so that he can 
prepare well for them.  
 
Second, we are trying to incite brothers to seek more light by 
sharing perspectives on scriptural studies that will help further 
explain the degrees and Orders of the York Rite. Many of us 
have been trying to share more with our candidates at each 
Order we have been to and have had great questions about 
words and scriptures that at times have been deep and 
profound.  
 
Finally, we are trying to make sure that there is a significant 
portion of the time devoted to Q&A sessions. This is not to say 
that all the answers will be ready or easy, but that we will 
embark on journeys of discovery together. We want the 
questions to be whatever you want them to be, and no 
questions are off limits. We would rather that we have to work 
to find answers, and even have to get teams together to answer 
them, than have brothers feel that Light was denied them. 
Sometimes the quest for an answer will elicit 20 more 
questions, but that is part of the process we call Masonry.  
 
All these instructional meetings should have a common theme 
of Light that become exciting. Whether you are the newest Sir 
Knight in the State, or the oldest Past Commander, the hope is 
that you leave each session happy that you came, enriched, and 
excited about learning more. This brethren, is where the future 
of Templary happens, with the building of the passion for the 
topic as we enrich our relationship to our Savior and see how 
the lessons of Templary assist us in faithfully discharging our 
obligations, giving God the glory.  
Blessings to each and every one of you. If I can help you, 
please contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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