
       

 Sir Knights, 
 
 My year as Grand Commander of South Dakota is rapidly coming 
to an end. Yet I still find myself traveling the hi-ways of our great State.  I 
was coming home from a practice session with Shrader Commandry 
No.9 in Rapid City, who will be assisting me in opening our Grand 
Session, I was listening to a Christian Rock station on the radio as I was 
reflecting on this past year, the song was repeating the phrase 
“Emanuel, God with us”.  My first thought a Knight Templar must have 
written the song for as we all know this is part of the opening. I began to 
wonder where this came from so I Googled it. In Mat 1:23, the word 
Εμμανουηλ ("Emmanuel") is interpreted as “God with us”. God “literally" 
had come to dwell with mankind. This was called by the Ancient Spiritual 
Masters the Law of Incubation. This deals with the birth of Jesus Christ, 
God was being born into the world. But it has turned out to be just that. 
People in our world can accept the infant but not accept the God/man. 
They can accept the trappings of Christmas because they appear so very 
harmless from the perspective of a manger, but cannot allow Jesus 
Christ to be God in human flesh. And consequently for the greater part 
of the world, Christmas has absolutely no meaning at all. Even though 
the angels announced the meaning of Christmas, the shepherds 
understood the meaning, Mary understood it and praised God for it, the 
wise men knew it, most people have missed it. I truly thank God that we 
as Knight Templars did not. 
 

 As I drove I reflected on all those who inspired me to move 

through the ranks of our Grand Commandery, and gave me excellent 

council along the way. Many were PGC’s.  I was unable at the time to  

See where their faith in me to lead our magnanimous Order came 

from. In Rapid City before we started our practice, one young Knight 

was telling me how he was setting up a Trestle Board for his year 

when he becomes the Commander. He was inspired by a prayer he 

said to himself every morning asking God to Guide him in his quest of 

Friendship, Brotherly Love, Faith, Hope and Charity. I know he will be 

an excellent Commander for his Commandery and someday our 

Grand Commandery.  Someone saw the same thing in me as I saw in 

him.  I have faith that Templary will continue to be viable Order.  I 

would like to at this time Thank All my fellow Knights Templar for their 

support though out the year. 
 

 Our Labors are not completed for this year until our Grand 
session is over and SK Shawn “Jake” Smith takes over as EGC. 
South Dakota Grand York Rite Session will be held at the Best 
Western Plus Ramkota Hotel (605-336-0650) Sioux Falls, SD., 
September 20-22, 2018. You can test your Zeal at our Silent 
Auction that will be held in the hospitality room. Thursday’s 
activities include the Grand Trustee Meeting, Joint Session of the 
SD York Rite Colleges, Welcome Banquet, and conferral of the 
Order of High Priesthood. Friday will include the Grand Opening, 
followed by the memorial service, the Grand Conclave of the 
South Dakota Grand Commandry, Recognition Banquet, and the 
Order of High Rollers. Saturday is filled with 129th Grand 
convocation of the South Dakota Grand chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons and the Grand Assembly of the Grand Council Cryptic 
Masons of South Dakota.  Our Grand York Rite Session will 
conclude with the South Dakota Grand York Rite Banquet. More 
information can be found at www.yorkrite.com/sd or by 
contacting George Bauder (605-430-2725) email : 
sd.gryoffice@gmail.com. And remember we can only grow with 
new members.   
Yours in Faith and Zeal 
 

Jon Gonsor  

Grand Commander Knights Templar of South Dakota  
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