
in the world bump into us, He wants them to be able to smell the scent of Jesus 
Christ through their encounter with us! We must be careful how we live. We are 
not only the only Bible some people will ever read, we are also the only Jesus 
some people will ever smell. What kind of odor do you emit? 

Five Months ago, when I became your Grand Commander, I asked if 
you would walk with me on a Templar journey for One Year. I asked you to 
“Make A Difference!” I asked who did you want to emulate, Peter and would do 
something if you had too or be like Christ and would die for your Brother? 
Remember what was said earlier, to some we will be the only Bible some will 
ever read! Well the same can be said of our ritual. Our portrayal of it will be the 
only ritual they will ever see. Will we make a difference in their life? As Knights 
Templar it is imperative that we walk the walk and talk the talk of a Christian 
knight. Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 
Amen and Amen! 

 
Burks Taylor, Grand Commander 
 

Correction to Inspection Schedule: 
Dickson Commandery No. 41 Inspection will be held Saturday, September 29, 
beginning at 12:00 noon.  This was inadvertently omitted from the schedule 

published in the August Supplement.  We apologize for the error. 

 
THE MASONIC ORIGINS OF LABOR DAY 

Labor Day originated out of the Labor Movement of the latter 
nineteenth century, to recognize the contributions of the American Worker.  
Originally a series of state holidays, Labor Day became a federal holiday in 1894. 

Freemasonry, given its origin as a stoneworkers’ guild, has long been 
associated with labor issues.  Our own ritual teaches us to divide our time 
among work, rest, and service to God and man; the eight-hour work day is, 
essentially, a Masonic conception.  Many early labor unions such as the Knights 
of Labor were heavily influenced by and incorporated Masonic ritual and 
teachings.  Uriah Stephens and Samuel Gompers were among the early labor 
leaders who were Masons.  Labor unions utilize terminology such as “lodge” and 
“brother,” and labor unions’ emblems often are strikingly similar to those of 
Masonic organizations. 

As Masons we can be proud that the teachings of our Fraternity have 
influenced American society in such a far-reaching way.  Let us renew our 
obligations to work for a better society, and to serve God and our fellow man. 
Sources: 

https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history, accessed July 31, 2018 
https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h933.html, accessed July 31, 2018 
http://peterwk.tumblr.com/post/19413697630/labor-unions-and-freemasonry, accessed July 31, 

2018 
 

 

  

 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
Are you a "Scratch-And-Sniff" Christian? 

In 2 Corinthians 2:14-17, we read, “Now thanks be to God who always 
leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place. For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among 
those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we 
are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life 
leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things?” (NKJV) 

Have you "Scratch-And-Sniffed" anything lately? You know a number 
of years ago there were the "Scratch-And-Sniff" ads in magazines that used 
smells to attract us to their products. There was a company in Oakland, 
California called "Digiscents". They were working on a process whereby one 
could go to their website and download a "scent" and play it back on a device 
known as an "iSmell". This was a portable scent synthesizer that translates the 
electronic/digital smell back into an actual smell that can be smelled by you and 
your nose! No kidding! One could just point their web browser at 
www.digiscents.com and sniff away. Oddly enough, it was not a big hit and the 
owner has the website for sale! 

Did you know God has a nose? The books of Leviticus and Numbers 
contain approximately 40 references to God smelling a "sweet aroma" from 
sacrifices offered to Him (Leviticus 1:9, 13, 17.) Ephesians 5:2 tells us God is 
interested in sweet smells - Ephesians 5:2, “And walk in love, as Christ also has 
loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling aroma.” God wants us to be a odoriferous group of people. Paul 
was a sweet aroma to God, because of his faithfulness in preaching the good 
news of Jesus.  

A big problem in today’s society is that we Christians sometimes just 
don't smell very good. Since a scent can attract or repulse, entice or disgust, we 
must take care that the odor we emit is a pleasing one first to God and then to 
man. We stink when we are unloving, uncaring, and unforgiving. Anger, greed, 
indifference, pride, and profanity give us away as smelly Christians. Christians 
who engage in sexual immorality and churchgoers who worship the Lord thy 
God on Sunday and the Lord thyself on Monday emit an offensive odor. In 
contrast to all of this, God wants a "Scratch-And-Sniff" Christian! When people 
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