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  Mark 4:35-41 King James Version (KJV) 
35 

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us 

pass over unto the other side. 

36 
And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he 

was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. 

37 
And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, 

so that it was now full. 

38 
And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they 

awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 

39 
And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be 

still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

40 
And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no 

faith? 

41 
And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of 

man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

 This can be a powerful story for us individually, because we all 

go through our own storms and difficulties.  That is part of life.  

Something we had hoped for did not go as we had planned, and we have 

to find a new path.  We are going through a time of sorrow or suffering.  

Maybe a new opportunity arises but there is so much uncertainty, and we 

know things have to change and it makes us afraid.  A sudden illness or 

struggle comes upon us, and it feels like we are being tossed around like 

the disciples in the wind and the waves. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storms are a part of life- every life, every community, every 

country.  We will encounter darkness that we never wanted; we may find 

ourselves on the seas of confusion and chaos and we do not know if we 

are going to be all right.  We find that we may be heading toward a place 

we have never been before.   

As followers of Jesus, as brothers in this lager ship called 

Christianity, how do we get to the other side?  How do we find a way to 

overcome our fears?  How do we trust that God will still the storm to a 

whisper and bring us to the harbor we are bound for? 

Mark writes that in the middle of this story, in the middle of the 

darkness and the storm, Jesus was with the disciples, with no fear, no 

anxiety; he was simply sleeping on the cushion at the stern – the back – of 

the boat.  And the disciples, gripped by fear, and taking on water, wake up 

Jesus and shout, “Teacher, don’t you care that we are perishing?  We 

could die out here!”  Jesus woke up, and said to the sea and the waves and 

the wind, “Peace. Peace. Be still.”  And everything was calm.  This is a 

comforting story, because it reminds us that Jesus is with us, even in the 

storms, even in the darkness. And if we turn to him, he will guide us, he 

will bring peace.  If you are going through a time of uncertainty, and you 

cannot see the way ahead, know that Jesus is with you.  If you are battling 

a storm that you or a loved one is going through, have faith.   Know that 

Jesus is near. 

You want Jesus to be with you in the storms of this life?  

Remember that Jesus said blessed are the poor and the hungry and the 

persecuted.  Jesus told us to love your enemies and pray for those that 

who hurt you.  He is going to ask you to find that God is present in the 

lives of the ones different than you.  Jesus reached out to the Jews, 

Samaritans and the Gentiles.  He reached out to the sick, the poor and 

sinners.  Jesus on the cross reached out his arms of love to take the whole 

world into his embrace. 

Jesus is asking you to love the same way.  Let that sink in.  He 

invites us to live and love as he does:  A new commandment I give to 

you:  love one another as I have loved you.  We can make this journey 

with the presence of Christ in our lives. 

 

An excerpt from a sermon by Reverend Trace Browning. 
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