
 

 

From the Grand Warder 
 

A Masonic Journey... 
Perhaps I am not different than many other Sir Knights. I did not invent the 
order. I did, however, join. This is my journey… 
As a young man I was riding in the car with my Father. He said ‘I know of an 
organization you might be interested in. It is called DeMolay’. Fast forward, 
after several years I found myself Master Councilor of the local chapter. 
Some years later a coworker said to me ‘I have an organization you might be 
interested in. It is called Masonry’. Fast forward, I was eventually raised as a 
Master Mason. Life changes, and I had a job relocation. Several years later, 
while typing up an invoice my customer remarked ‘I like your ring’. I informed 
him that I was a Mason. He said ‘So am I. Why haven’t I seen you at Lodge?’ I 
remarked that I did not know anyone there. He replied ‘ You do 
know. Be there next Tuesday and I will introduce you’. Fast forward, years later I 
was elected to be the Worshipful Master. 
Years later I was approached by a fellow Mason. He said ‘I am a Sir Knight. We 
are starting a class next month. Would this be something you might be 
interested in’? Fast forward, several years later I was a member of the Chapter, 
Council, and Commandery. This is not meant to document my progress, but to 
serve as a roadmap to all Sir Knights. If it were not for someone prompting me 
in EVERY phase of my Masonic journey I would not have arrived at where I am 
today. I therefore challenge every Sir Knight to look at your friends, neighbors, 
co workers, members of your religious affiliation, and other acquaintances. The 
possible result may be a fresh, energetic Mason ready to ask HIS circle to join 
our gentile fraternity. It is up to you to choose whether we survive or not. It is 
as easy as asking a question. 
 
Courteously, 
William  C. Kessler 
Grand Warder 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Please make every effort to attend an inspection  

and Homecoming at your local commandery 

wiaconsin supplement  19 18 september 2018 

To the Sir Knights of Wisconsin,   
   
 I would like to say thank you for this opportunity to serve this Grand 
Commandery as its Grand Commander. I am here to serve and help this 
Grand Commandery thrive for the next generation to see the great 
things that this Fraternity has to offer.  
Plans have been put into place to help the Sir Knights of Wisconsin by 
means of bringing back School of Instructions. I truly believe that if we 
have the confidence to do the ritual and tactics correctly, this will spill 
over into bringing more Blue Lodge members into the York Rite. We 
have all heard this before, but I have seen the difference in the Sir 
Knights whom have taken the time to learn and be proficient at the 
sword manual and other tactics that we do in the Asylum during Full 
Form Opening and the Order of the Temple. Understanding why we do 
the things we do, and the way we do it, helps each Commandery. It is 
my hope that this will influence a Commandery Sir Knight to approach 
members of his local Lodge and encourage them to join the York Rite. 
At the first School that I held a few years ago, I only received positive 
remarks. Yes, there were only 12 Sir Knights in attendance, but the 
outcome was very positive. That was a start. Now let’s get the whole 
Grand Commandery Membership involved and let’s see what we can 
do. Positive results are what I am hoping for. The Schools are going to 
be held at different locations throughout the state. Please make every 
effort to attend. Contact those Sir Knights who have not attended in 
awhile and encourage them to come and get the rusty sword shining 
again and be proud to be a Commandery Sir Knight. 
 
Courteously yours, 
SK LeRoy Kifer 
Grand Commander 

 

 


