
 

Sir Knights all, this I the time when I must hang up the reins of Grand 
Commander and welcome a new Grand Commander to serve the craft. I am 
confident the next Commander will continue or exceed what I have done this last 
year. As we approach this month, I am reminded that this is a new beginning. We 
have already observed the first day of autumn and for some the beginning of a 
new year-a new year for children at school, a new fiscal year funding/planning, 
and a new, continuing line of Grand Commandery Officers. It seems like it is a 
new beginning for the Grand York Rite of Wyoming in general. With our Grand 
Session scheduled for the second week in September, there will be new 
beginnings with new responsibilities and duties for most while a few continue to 
do the exemplary job they have been doing for many years.  

As I relinquish the reins of our Commandery, my thoughts of the past 
few years remain fresh in my mind. As I have indicated in previous reports, I 
have witnessed the dedication and devotion of our Sir Knights and seen the 
commitment to our gentle craft many times over. We have Commanderies that 
are rebuilding and are headed by some very motivated and dedicated Sir Knights. 
We have others which improve in their tactics every time they meet. It has been 
said that we cannot live in the past. We learn from our mistakes and move 
forward. We are now forging a “new beginning” by continuing to follow the 
guidelines laid down by the Grand Encampment of the United States, improving 
ourselves as Masons and Sir Knights every day. The practices expected of us are 
NOT new, but as circumstances of every-day life change we, as Masons, must 
always be up to the challenge.  

During my travels to the Triennial, I observed the strong support of the 
Grand Encampment and paid close attention to upcoming changes. Uniform 
requirements, duties of the Grand Recorders and other Grand Officers as well are 
evolving to reflect the times. I have seen the positive results of several programs 
the Grand Encampment has provided.  
 The new incoming Sir Knights of Wyoming should have already made 
plans for the new year. The “Inspector General” visitation assignments will again 
be handed out at our Grand Session. As always, the visitations should be 
conducted, and reports sent to the Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander at 
the completion of each visit, with copies for the Right Eminent Grand 
Commander and Grand Recorder. The Dias officers will, or should have, already 
made plans for the Northwest Conference in October. 

The new incoming Sir Knights of Wyoming should have already made 
plans for the new year. The “Inspector General” visitation assignments will again 
be handed out at our Grand Session. As always, the visitations should be 
conducted, and reports sent to the Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander at 
the completion of each visit, with copies for the Right Eminent Grand 
Commander and Grand Recorder. The Dias officers will, or should have, already 
made plans for the Northwest Conference in October. Again, I urge all who can 
make this conference to plan early to attend. They have a Leadership course that 
is highly recommended for our up-and-coming Sir Knights. We, as Grand 
Commandery Officers, can pass this on to the new heads of the bodies and to the 
new Sir Knights. This is a vehicle we can use to create more interest in our craft 
and possibly spur the growth we need and deserve so much.  

This year’s Goals and programs will likely remain the same with new 
ideas passed on to the upcoming officers of the Grand Commandery of 
Wyoming: to increase membership, improve the tactics, continue our support of 
the Eye Foundation, support the Holy Land Pilgrimage, the perpetual life 
program, provide our own degree work and continue to prepare for our future 
needs. As previously indicated, this too, is a new beginning, with new leadership 
and new ideas.  

As I step down from the Grand Commander, I am confident the 
upcoming Officers of the Grand Commandery of Wyoming will step up to the 
plate. With the united efforts of all Commanderies we are sure to make our craft 
and the world at large a better place. It is your hard work that will make all the 
difference in the world. My wish for the upcoming officers is to have a very 
successful year. I thank you all for your support and confidence. It has been an 
honor to serve the craft and I will continue to offer my talents wherever they may 
be required. Thank you all and may GOD travel with you in your endeavors.  

 
Yours in Faith 

 S.K. Harry L. Furrey 
 Rite Eminent Grand Commander 
 
From the editor: 
 
Change is always difficult, but in the world of Masonic Bodies and in our Grand 
Commanderies throughout Wyoming – change is accomplished through the hard 
work of Brothers and Sir Knights. As I step in as the new Editor, I ask each Sir 
Knight to get behind our new Grand Commander and continue to make the 
Wyoming Commandery the powerful organization that it is.  
 
 Kenneth M. Badget, Editor  
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