
 

 
Deputy Grand Commander’s Message 

 
Who were the original Knights Templar?  They were a large organization 
of devout Christians during the medieval era with an important mission:  
To protect travelers visiting sites in the Holy Land while also carrying out 
military operations.  Over time they became a wealthy, powerful and 
mysterious order that has fascinated historians and the world for 
centuries.  
 
 The history of our order dates back many years. The original Knights 
were often referred to as the Army of God. It has been seen in 
numerous writings that the original group were first known as The Poor 
Fellow Soldiers of Christ and the Temple of Solomon, later known simply 
as Knights Templar.  The original Knights Templar set up a network of 
what we call today modern-day banks and gained financial influence.  
Their system allowed pilgrims to deposit assets in their home countries 
and withdraw funds once they arrived at their destination. 
 
Another aspect of their original concept was to protect pilgrims from 
danger as they traveled between lands. Original members of the order 
swore an oath of poverty, chastity, and obedience.  They also weren’t 
allowed to drink, gamble, or swear.  Prayer was essential to their daily 
life as it was said that there they obtained their strength in battle. Under 
the code of chivalry 1066 A.D. it was said that “Thou shalt defend the 
Church, Go and remember that the Saints did not conquer kingdoms by 
the sword by but by faith.” 
 
The order became known for its strict code of conduct and signature 
style of dress, which featured a white habit on which was simple red 
cross, still the symbol of our order today.  
 

 
We have much to be proud of as members of this great and historic 
order.  We are members of a time-tested fraternity which still stands 
strong across the world.  As modern-day members of this great 
organization we have the duty to defend religious beliefs, and to 
preserve our rich history as Knights Templars.  
Looking back over the past few years, I am proud to say that I belong to 
one of the best fraternities in the world.  I remember still the words 
given me as I was made a member and extended a hand, told to arise, 
and welcomed into the bosom of an Order whose grand characteristics 
are “Unsullied Honor, Unwearied Zeal to a Brother’s Cause and 
Universal Benevolence.  Those words have proven true since I was 
made a Sir Knight. I know in modern-day life we all lose sight of things 
from time to time or even in times of sorrow, challenge or question our 
own beliefs for answers.   I challenge each Sir Knight, whithersoever 
dispersed, to think back to that time when you were made a Sir Knight 
and reflect what transpired in that brief moment.  I promise it will get 
you back on focus!! 
 
This past year in Arizona we should all be proud, for we have sent 
Ministers to the Holy Land Pilgrimage, we have supported the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation, and we have supported our State and local 
communities with pride.  I am truly honored to have served this past 
year as your Deputy Grand Commander and am proud to say that 
Arizona is the catalyst for other jurisdictions to follow.  We have had 
some rather large shoes to follow in the footsteps of, PGC Jim Hughes, 
PGC James Sebastian, PGC Joe Cortez, and many, many more.  Their 
guidance has shaped the Arizona Knights Templar and has brought us 
to where we are today. It is up to all of us to not let the candlelight of 
their efforts extinguish. 
 
I believe in what we do within the Knights Templar and believe that 
Arizona Sir Knights will continue to be the model for other jurisdictions.  
 
Yours in Chivalry, 
 
Darrell Mandrell, 
Deputy Grand Commander 
2018/2019  
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