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Greetings, Sir Knights, 

 
I hope this finds you all well. As we prepare to begin our next Masonic 
year, there are several dates of interest coming up.  The Northeastern 
York Rite Conference will be held in Albany, New York, on September 6 
and 7.  If you are participating in the York Rite Emerging Leaders Program, 
but are unable to attend the Mid-Atlantic Department Conference later 
this month, this may be an alternative.  (If you are interested in 
participating in the program, or just want more information, please 
contact me.)  The Grand Commander’s official visit to St. Andrew’s 
Commandery No. 2 will be Thursday evening, September 19, at 7:30 pm 
in the Asylum in Dover.  There will be a dinner beforehand at 6:30.  If you 
plan to attend the dinner, please let S.K. Michael P. Pizzola, Commander, 
or myself (as Recorder) know at least five days in advance.  On September 
28, there will be two events going on.  One will be the Mid-Atlantic 
Department Conference of the Grand Encampment, at the Hilton Crystal 
City in Arlington, Virginia.  A link to the registration information for the 
Conference is available on the Grand Encampment’s web site.  The 
second will be the Royal Arch Multi-Jurisdictional Festival, at 
Fredericksburg Lodge #4 in Fredericksburg, Virginia.  To follow up on my 
communication from last month, there is still some fluctuation in the 
dates for the conferrals of the Orders in the fall.  More information will be 
forthcoming to each Commandery. 

 
Holy Cross Day is the 14th of this month, to honor and commemorate the 
sacrifice that Jesus Christ made on the cross for our salvation.  I 
encourage you to set aside some time to reflect on that hallowed 
sacrifice made by our Redeemer to provide a way of salvation to fallen 
man, and pray that we will all be inspired “to imitate the virtues of the 
Immaculate Jesus, who died that you might live.” 

 

 
 We are still looking for applicants for the Holy Land Pilgrimage.  As 
reported earlier, our Grand Commandery has sufficient funds set aside to 
choose a minister for this program.  We are actively seeking a credentialed 
Christian minister (ordained, certified, licensed, etc.) for an expenses-paid 
study pilgrimage in Israel for 11 days.  This is an opportunity to identify a 
local minister who will benefit, and more importantly, whose current and 
future congregants may benefit, from walking where our Lord and Savior 
walked.  Information on the Pilgrimage, including links to the guidelines 
for the selection of ministers and the nomination forms, can be found 
online at http://www/kemerley.com/Freemasonry/KT/HLP/Holy Land 
Pilgrimage INTRO.htm.  I continue to encourage the Sir Knights of each 
Commandery to invite a local minister to consider the possibility, and to 
present a nomination form.  Forms may be submitted to S.K. Fred M. 
Palmer, R.E. Past Grand Commander and Chairman of the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage Committee, S.K. Lawrence H. Biederman, E. Grand Warder, or 
myself. 
 
May the blessings of the Lord be with you and yours. 
 
Yours in Templary, 
John A. Eberly 
R.E. Grand Commander 
 
 

 

Contributions for the Holy Land Pilgrimage can be made by 

sending a check made out to the Grand Commandery of 

Delaware and note in the memo line “Holy Land Pilgrimage” 

Send to the Grand Recorder at: 

 

Mark Irwin 

6420 Shutt Road 

Spring Grove, PA  17362 
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