
The Florida Knight
S.K. Ronald Parks
Right Eminent Grand Commander 2019
624 Wayne Avenue - Pensacola, FL 32507
Email: skraprl@cox.net
Phone: (850) 525-8881        

State Supplement Editor
Gary R. Roane - 3632 6th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 - grroane123@gmail.com

18 19september 2019 florida supplement

Hello Fellow Fraters.  
 Whoever coined the term “time �ies” by couldn’t have been more right.  
Here we are in the month of September and our area festivals are in full swing.  
I hope you are able to attend the festival in your area.  September also marks 
another important date.  In September we honor those that labor in the work 
force.  Have you ever wondered how Labor Day came to be?  
 Labor Day has been in observance for more than a century and doubt 
exists on who proposed this holiday.  Records show that Peter J. McGuire who 
was the general secretary for the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners was 
the �rst to suggest a day to honor those “who from rude nature have delved and 
carved all the grandeur we behold.” Others think that Matthew Maguire, a 
machinist founded the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary for Local 
344, not Peter McGuire.  Current research adds validity to support this 
contention.  What is clear for sure is that the Central Labor Union in New 
York adopted a proposal for Labor Day. 
 No matter who is responsible may your Labor Day be �lled with lots of 
family time and a table full of good food?  While you are enjoying the festivi-
ties that goes along with Labor Day take time to remember those that are less 
fortunate.  As Leon Gautier stated in the 10 Commandments of Knighthood 
a Knight must be generous in giving.  
 As a Sir Knight we are charged to help the less fortunate and each Knight 
and Commandery should be involved in supporting our Charities as well as 
local ones.  So I ask you, and your Commandery, to get out in the community.  
We need to demonstrate we are above what is expected by others.  Remember, 
not all charitable e�orts are centered on donating money.  �ere are many 
things we can be doing to help others that only require our time and energy.  
  Are you, or your Commandery helping with Community youth (other 
than Masonic Youth which we as Knights Templar should already be doing)?  
Are you involved in assisting the elderly in your community? Are you able to 
help someone with a home repair especially those that don’t have the funds to 
make theirs safe and suitable for habitability?  Additionally, as our Brethren 
age and become in�rm, they are less able to do their household chores.   

 Checking with the Lodges, we can help our elderly Brethren to have a safe 
and clean home; even if they are not Sir Knights.  Remember our obligations 
at the Altar.  Recently I was made aware that one of our Brothers and Sir 
Knights who is just short of living in a hoarder’s environment. Plus he and his 
wife have many health issues.  It is hard to believe that I am in several bodies 
with this Sir Knight and never knew about his situation.  We have been in 
touch with his Lodge and I am personally getting involved to make sure he and 
his wife have a safe place to live and to insure that he is getting all the assis-
tance needed to put his home, health and well-being on track.  As I have said 
before and am saying it again, please check on those Sir Knights that haven’t 
been to Conclave especially our elderly ones.  
 Fraters I could go on with many other charitable e�orts we can be doing 
besides donating money.  I believe you get the idea. Who knows how many 
new members we might gain if we put out a full court press in helping our 
communities.  Community involvement is charity in action.  
 Lastly, don’t forget our charities they need our help as well.  �e nice thing 
is our charities can receive monetary donations by your local communities.  We 
reap what we sow.  If we are involved in those charitable activities in the com-
munity I have no doubt they will be willing to support our �ne charities.  One 
of which directly interacts with our communities, the Holy Land Pilgrimage.  
As I have said before our Commanderies should be doing more than just hold-
ing a monthly Conclave that doesn’t have much meat to it.  Usque iterum vale 
Sir Knights which means until next time be well.

Yours in Faith and Christ our Savior, 

Ronald L. Parks, KYCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander


