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Greetings Sir Knights: 

Truly amazing how quickly the sands of time pass. The summer of 

2019 is nearly gone. It seems that the busier you are in life the 

faster the time goes by. Difficult to get it all accomplished. I am 

reminded, however, that our fraternity needs to do a better job of 

being a respite for each of us from the trials and travails of the 

profane life.  I am really not sure that is happening right now. 

As a quick reminder - there will be NO Grand Commander 

reception this year. Historically that event was on the 2nd Saturday 

in September. This year there will be a cornerstone in the morning, 

with nothing else planned. Enjoy your family. Take time to 

yourself. Do whatever you want. But sitting in Des Moines at yet 

another Masonic meal does not make sense to me and will not be 

happening this year. 

The fall season is always a very busy one masonically. Please 

make sure to let me know if you have any Templar activities going 

on. We are only as strong as what our local bodies do. No one else 

can do it for us. We need to build that strong foundation. If there 

are no activities, we cannot expect Sir Knights to want to keep 

their memberships. Simple as that. 

I saw an article in the news recently that was actually interesting 

and worth reading. Apparently (allegedly) some archeological digs 

around Jerusalem support stories told during one of the Crusades 

concerning a siege of the city. For years, the “experts” had 

discounted the stories as being fanciful tales. However, history has 

given up some of its buried past and it appears these stories were 

accurate. 

It is always interesting to see the past brought to life. It is also 

enjoyable, at least to me, to see discounted stories actually being 

accurate. I certainly relish it when “experts” get proven wrong. 

Makes me wonder what else is out there that humans will 

eventually uncover and be forced to rethink our viewpoints. I will 

leave it up to each of you to put this in a current Masonic 

perspective. 

Please continue to do whatever you can to move our Craft forward. 

Many hands make light work. Lighter work gives more 

opportunities for all of us to have fun and enjoy ourselves. As 

modern day Sir Knights we certainly have the austerity and 

sternness of our predecessor Knights. However, I am concerned 

that we have lost some of the enjoyment and other factors that 

should come with a true Brotherhood. Let’s all work together on 

this. 

Enjoy the change of seasons Sir Knights. May God bless each and 

all of you. 

 

 

W Charles Smithson 
Grand Commander 

 

Greg Kenkel 
Supplement Editor 


