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Greetings Sir Knights of Kansas! 
 

Templars as Tour Guides 

When most people think of a Templar knight from ancient times, 

they think of an armored knight swinging a large sword in a combat 

situation.  This is in part because of how they are portrayed in 

movies and literature.  Even in the times in which the Templars lived 

this is how they were described, so this image has been with us 

since the 12th century.  However, this image is far from accurate, 

even in former times. 

For the first two decades of their existence, the Templar Knights 

would be more accurately portrayed as gendarmes, then as soldiers.  

They were protectors, not just of pilgrims traveling to and from the 

Holy Land, but they walked the streets of Jerusalem keeping the 

peace.  They would protect pilgrims leaving the city as they went to 

see the waters of the river Jordan.   They were welcome, because 

people still remembered the Easter Massacre of 1119 when over 

300 pilgrims were either slaughtered or enslaved when a group of 

700 unarmed pilgrims were besieged by a Fatimid raiding party.  

This Massacre was one of the reasons Baldwin I convinced Hugh de 

Payns to start the recruitment of the Templars. 

Once the Templars started escorting pilgrims to and from Jerusalem 

to the various places considered to be sacred, the attacks and raids 

declined markedly.  Many of the Templar Knights would make the 

journey to and from the sites many times, and as such, would end 

up gaining an increased knowledge of the significance and rites 

associated with the holy places.  As with anything one does, the 

familiarity of the Templars with the many holy sites around 

Jerusalem had the effect of making them experts, and as such, they 

would often end up explaining intricacies of the various places they 

visited to the pilgrims they escorted.  In a very real sense, at times, 

the Templars were not just armed guards, but also tour guides.  

This leads me to ask:  are we being proper tour guides to those we 

are charged to aid?  Do we as modern Templars give our Brother 

Knights the value of our expertise?  Many of us have knowledge of 

the Order and what the precepts mean, or have the ability to teach 

how to confer the orders, or even others have the ability to pass on 

what is needed to coordinate fundraisers and banquets.  Every 

person in your conclave is an expert at something.  Everyone 

reading this has something they can offer the other Knights of the 

Order.  

It is time for all of us to become the guide we need to be.  
We must step forward to see what we can do to move Templary 
forward.  While we still maintain our duties a gendarme in 
protecting the secrets of the Order, we must also be the instructing 
guide to ensure ourselves that the Order continues. 

 
 
Sir Knight Jamie L. Carwell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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