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J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

 

Look at What I Did! 

Recently I listened to a father discussing an accomplishment that his young 

son had done. He described the pleasure that his son took in finishing the job, 

and I heard the pride in his voice as he told the story. We all have moments 

like this. I certainly have these in my life. My oldest son is undergoing training 

in Warrant Officer School to attain that rank. And yes, I’m very proud of him.  

But what about ourselves? Should we be proud of what we accomplish? Well 

of course we should. When one works hard, and finishes a task, he should feel 

pride. But we all need to keep these things in perspective. I’m been thinking 

of these things recently. As my term as your Grand Commander is fast 

approaching its’ end, I’ve reflected on what has been accomplished this 

Templar year. And yes, I did say this Templar year, and not MY YEAR. You 

see, I don’t believe this has been my year. Instead, it is another Templar year 

in which I was given the opportunity to lead. I feel too many of our leaders of 

past times, both Templar and those of other Bodies, truly believe that they had 

a year, and it should be all about what they might have accomplished. You 

know, “Look what I did!”  

Sir Knights, none of us accomplish much, or maybe even anything, without 

the help of others. We all need help from our fellow officers, both elected and 

appointed. And let’s be honest, in our case, our Division Commanders are the 

heart and soul of our Grand Commandery. The office staff, headed by our 

Grand Recorder and his secretary, certainly play a major role during our time 

in the East. With all of this help, how can we claim that it was MY YEAR? 

But we all to often do make such a claim. We want to be recognized for what 

might have been accomplished during our term. We want to be remembered. 

We are looking for monuments to ourselves. A very good friend of mine once 

told me that he hoped that some great project would present itself to him, so 

that he might be remembered for doing something great. I felt I disappointed 

him when I told him that I believe that men shouldn’t do great things to have 

monuments named after them, but to have monuments named in their honor 

for doing great things.  

I’m not at all sure he understood the difference in my statements. I told him to 

do what needs to be done and do it well. And then, in time, if his 

contemporaries feel it is worthy of remembering, maybe he would get his 

monument. You see, Sir Knights, you and those that follow you, will determine 

if any of us deserve to be remembered in any way. For us, the “monument” we 

are seeking is, or should be, the satisfaction that we have in our hearts for doing 

something well. So, if you hear me say that I didn’t have a year, just remember 

that I didn’t, that this was OUR YEAR. Yours and mine, together. Without 

you, nothing would have been accomplished during my time in the East. And 

I just want to say THANKS! 

Courteously, 

J. William Riggs 

GRAND COMMANDERY KTEF GOLF SCRAMBLE 

Our Knight Templar golf outing was a great success. Thanks go out to all who 

came and especially Kosair Charities for their support. The total raised was 

over $13,000.00 for the Knight Templar Eye Foundation. James King Jr., 

Grand Recorder 

Congratulations and welcome to the two new members knighted in Jackson 

Commandery and the ten knighted at the West Kentucky Festival during the 

month of July. 

ANNUAL CONCLAVE 

The Grand Commandery Annual Conclave will be held on Monday, 

September 16 at the Embassy Suites in Lexington. A number of legislative 

changes have been proposed. Make plans to attend and take part in the 

decisions of how your Grand Commandery will operate.  

The joint Grand York Rite sessions begin on Sunday September 15 with a 

banquet at 6:00 pm, followed by the Divine service. Monday, September 16 

is Commandery; Tuesday, September 17, Council; and Wednesday, 

September 18, Chapter. The York Rite Banquet is Tuesday at 7:00 pm. The 

hospitality room is scheduled to open at Noon on Sunday, 4:00 pm on 

Monday and 2:00 pm on Tuesday. 

Room reservation deadline is August 16 for special room rate, deadline for 

meals is September 6.  
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