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Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and 
upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will 
not conquer it. (Matthew 16:18) 
 
You should remember the debut last year of Grand Commandery 
Rocks.  While we are not building a church, we are, in fact, laying a 
foundation that we can build our Order on over the coming years.  
This year is no different, and we, your Grand Commandery 
Officers, will be once again setting rocks for the coming year.  
These rocks are in support of our Mission and Vision and will move 
us along our 10 year strategic plan. 
 
Normally, rocks are decided by all of the officers, but this year I am 
inserting my own goals and rocks, outside of the normal ones that 
the Officers will set.  These two rocks are of special importance to 
me, and to our Commanderies, and thus, are more of an individual 
project.   
 
Rock 1, which supports the Value of Leadership, Open 
Communication and our Passion, is to re-work the Tactics Manual.  
The Manual that is in place, to quote some of our Past Grand 
Commanders, is “wrong”.  There are sections missing, as you can’t 
get from point a to point c without first proceeding to point b.  
There are misspellings, and things that are just difficult, logistically, 
for our Sir Knights to perform.  There exists the possibility for us to 
update the Tactics Manual, while keeping the spirit of it alive, and 
modernizing it to make it easier for us all to perform uniformly. 
 

This year, I have asked Sir Knight Keith Martinson to take on this 
task in the coming year. He will be working with other like-minded 
individuals who have a passion for drill and ceremonies, who have 
a background in understanding this ritual, and it’s importance.  
Look for regular updates over the coming year to understand 
what’s going on, what the status is, and when we are nearing the 
“Proof” stage of it.  You can watch for updates on the Website, 
under Meeting Resources (where we store meeting minutes and 
agendas) 
 
The second project goes along with Rock 1, which is to have the 
Grand Commandery Officers inspected.  What nonsense is this?  I 
assure you, our Passion for our Tactics and providing proof that 
the officers are skilled in the execution of our Tactics is high in the 
priority of all of us.  As such, this year we will provide a public (for 
all Sir Knights to view and review) Inspection of our Grand 
Commandery Officers.  The Inspecting Officers will be drawn from 
sitting Commanders of Constituent Commanderies in the state.  
You have often heard that inspections are not to be feared, that 
they are a normal activity of our Orders.  I ask you all, Sir Knights, 
what better example of living the words than to have our officers 
inspected?  I hope that as we get closer, you will join us, review 
the officers and come to the conclusion that we are representing 
you with the excellence you all require of us. 
 

In his name, and in your service 
Brian Dimatteo, KTCH, KCT 
 

 

 

 

“I will serve to live with love and care. 

Upon the level, by the square’ 
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