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Remember Them, Always! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

The Grand Commandery of Missouri added two new Grand Line Officers this 
year during our Annual Conclave. One of those new officers is Sir Knight 
Ronald L. Skiles who was elected to serve as our Grand Sword Bearer. Ron has 
served the Grand Commandery for several years as a Regional Grand Com-
mander in Region 4 and we are very happy to welcome him to the Grand 
Commandery Grand Officer ranks. 

As in years past, the Grand Commander has given the Grand Line Officers an 
opportunity to prepare articles for the Missouri Supplement. This month Ron 
has provided an article that I hope you will enjoy. 

He is Risen! 

Sir Knight Clark A. McLemore, Grand Commander 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND SWORD BEARER 

Sir Knights, I am Ron Skiles and I was honored to be elected to serve the 
Grand Commandery of Missouri as Grand Sword Bearer for the 2019-2020 year. 

I retired in 2013 after 30 years as Manager of Computer Services for MFA Inc. 
Also, that year I retired after 38 years as a Sergeant with the Boone County 
Sheriff’s Department. My lovely wife, Claudette, and I have been married for 
42 years. We have 2 children and 3 grandchildren. 

Sometime ago my wife and I went to Union Station in St. Louis. It is now a 
hotel and shopping center, but when I was there after basic training at Fort 
Lenard Wood in 1964 headed for the Army’s South East Signal School it was an 
extremely busy train depot. As I looked around, I couldn’t help but think of the 
thousands of young men and women that had boarded trains bound for vari-
ous destinations that never saw home again. These men and women answered 
the call by the tens of thousands to serve their country during World War II in 
both the European and the Pacific theaters to preserve our way of life. 

I had the opportunity to meet and talk with some of the World War II veterans 
through my work with the Salute to Veterans. One of these men was Colonel 
Travis Hoover who was the second pilot to lift off the deck in Doolittle’s Raid on 
Tokyo on April 18, 1942; just four months after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

The 16 Doolittle crews took off knowing that, after they unloaded their bombs, 
they obviously couldn’t return to the aircraft carrier from which they had left. 
They also suspected that they might not have enough fuel to reach their in-
tended airfields in China. As Colonel Hoover’s aircraft approached the coast of 
China, it ran out of fuel. He and his crew were forced to make a crash landing 
in a rice paddy. They were located by Chinese guerrillas. One of them was 
Tung Sheng Lin who spoke English. The Chinese helped them avoid the Ja-
panese patrols. On May 14th they made it to their rendezvous point in Chungk-
ing and safely returned to an Allied base. 

Another veteran that I met was Colonel Charles McGee. He was one of the 
original Tuskegee Airman, an all African American fighter group with which he 
flew 136 combat missions during World War II. 

Colonel McGee holds the Air Force record for combat missions flown with a 
total of 409 missions. He flew 1,150 combat hours during his 30-year career in 
three wars:  World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. Among his many awards is the 
the Congressional Gold Medal. Colonel McGee received that medal from Presi-
dent George W. Bush on March 29, 2007. And, in 2011 Colonel McGee was in-
ducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame. 

As you read this edition of the Missouri Supplement, we will have already 
passed the observance of D-Day, but I ask you to remember the sacrifices that 
Americans made as they first set foot on the beaches of Europe and struggled 
through the islands of the Pacific. Please remember the brave men and women 
that served during World War II and every conflict our country has been in 
since. Also, remember our First Responders, our Law Enforcement Officers, our 
Firefighters, and our Emergency Medical Technicians; all of whom keep us safe 
every day. 

Remember each and every one of them in your prayers and ask our Lord to 
guide their footsteps safely home. 

Sir Knight Ronald L. Skiles, Grand Sword Bearer 

REMEMBERING 

We are all familiar with the Bible verses of Ecclesiastes 12: 1-7. They are about 
remembering God while you are young. For the day will come when you will 
say that you find no pleasure in living. Remember Him before the sun, the 
light, the moon, and the stars grow dark. Remember Him before the clouds 
return after the rain. Remember Him before old age makes you tremble, makes 
you stoop, makes you toothless, and makes you blind. Remember Him before 
you are homebound, restless, and deaf. Remember Him before you have no 
pleasure in life yet you fear death. Remember God because each of us will die. 
Inevitably the silver cord will be severed and the golden bowl will be broken. 
The pitcher will be shattered at the spring and the wheel will be broken at the 
well. For then we will return as dust to the ground from whence we came and 
our spirit will return to God who gave it. 

Sir Knight Russell S. Hanson, PGC, Grand Recorder
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