
Sir Knights and Ladies, 
 
     I was at another Masonic event and ran into a couple 
of Sir Knights from the western side of the state. I 
realized during the conversation Commandery is facing 
a choice. We need to decide what we are willing to do to 
maintain our organization, for the next generation. I 
know when I was getting ready for the year I had several 
ideas and plans, but reality set in, family obligations, and 
just life happened. I did not get to visit two state’s 
sessions nor our youth group’s grand sessions. 
     I will visit the commanderies in our state and 
challenge you to invite a knight you haven’t see in a 
while to the meeting. This month your recorder will be 
contacted about scheduling my visitation and if they 
don’t mention it let me know. 
     I believe we all want to help, but spread ourselves 
thin trying to work within our great fraternity. I also see 
brothers working across the state to revive a 
commandery or take a hard look and make changes for 
future success. I was informed a commandery wants to 
merge and then move their meeting locations to improve 
attendance, but not lose their presence in each individual 
town. I see this as changing our structure to meet the 
future needs. Having 1 strong commandery with support 
among several knights is better than 2 or 3 
commandery’s struggling to open. 
     I offer a challenge to the Sir Knights in Nebraska to 

think about why they became a Knight Templar? An 
individual does not join an organization to have coffee 
and listen to someone read minutes or argue about pay 
the bills. The operations should be a small portion of the 
meeting. I joined Templary because a few masons I 
respected asked me to join and then I say the sword 
work. My favorite part of moving up the line in my 
commandery was performing the cuts of the sword with 
another knight who enjoyed it also. 
     Previously I asked if anyone was interested in 
forming a drill team. I have not heard from any knights, 
so either these articles are not read or there is no interest. 
I know I have not been able to read the monthly 
publications in a timely fashion over the years, due to 
various reasons. If you have another suggestions for 
communicating information let me know. Otherwise I 
look forward to seeing everyone this fall and winter. 
     At Grand Session I plan on having time set aside for 
discussion or education topic. SO look for details to 
come when information is published for our session in 
April. 
     October is the North Central Department Conference 
and information should have been received about 
making reservations. This is not just for state officers. 
There is a leadership class, if you have a 
recommendation of a younger knight who would 
enjoying learning about different leadership skills that 
apply to both the Masonic and working world let your 
recorder and myself know. Otherwise come to Sioux 
Falls for an informative session. 
 
Jeffrey Coleman 
Grand Commander 
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