
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 
     Since the time of the Crusades, “countless Masons have joined in the 
ranks of those Soldiers of Christ serving to defend the faith with 
exemplary lives and unselfish service. Though the warfare and weapons 
have changed, we pray that the faith in Jesus Christ and our need to 
serve Him are the same.” 
     These challenging words were spoken at the rededication of 
Poughkeepsie Commandery on July 13. This Ceremony of Rededication 
was part of a day of rededicating the three York Rite bodies from 
Poughkeepsie that recently relocated to the Saugerties Masonic Center. I 
wish each of you could have been present to witness and experience the 
three ceremonies and the fellowship displayed that day. Further, this 
event was one of the rare times when all members of the Grand Line 
appear together to conduct a ceremony. Indeed, this was a wonderful 
opportunity for the Grand Line to display Templary at its finest. Many 
thanks go to S.K. David Barkstedt for organizing this amazing day of York 
Rite unity.  
     As we approach the conclusion of this Templar Year, I remind you 
again of the ever present and future call to serve Christ by being of 
service to our fellow man, our community and to Templary. I started this 
year of articles with the acronym SERVICE:  S= supporting our charities, 
E= enthusiasm, R= responsibility, V= vision, I= integrity, C= caring, E= 
enlightenment. Does this message speak to you in a way that calls you to 
take an active part in your Lodge, Chapter, Council or Commandery? 
Have you found opportunity to serve in your community? As you reflect 
upon the last year have you served our Savior by being of service to 
others? Have you met your obligations as a Knights Templar? 

     As my year winds down, I leave you with the thought that in 

general we are in good shape, though much is still  to be done to 

rebuild fragile Commanderies. We cannot be complacent, but each 

Knight 

must fulfill his responsibilities while working with all to ensure the future 
of Templary in New York State. 

In conclusion, I have chosen these words from the Ceremony of 
Rededication: 

“May Jesus Christ, the Great Captain of our Salvation, 
Ever be at the head of our Column, 

Beside us in the ranks, 
And within us in our hearts, 

That this Commandery may ever shun that which is unworthy, 
And gladly embrace every Christian virtue.” 

   
Courteously in His Holy Name, 
SK David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 

          Change is inevitable in life, but it is what you do with the 

change that makes the difference. You can allow the change to push 

you in a negative or a positive direction. Transformation is the 

process of radical change.   

     As Christians, we believe the process of personal transformation 

happens because of the presence of the Holy Spirit and the 

transforming power of God in our lives. We must willingly submit 

and engage in this process of change as God performs the work of 

shaping, molding and changing us more into his image. Change is 

exciting and a complex process. Personal change happens when 

someone makes an intentional decision to depend on God and to 

allow the transforming power of the Holy Spirit into one’s life.  

     Personal change begins by the process of submitting oneself to 

God. Change does not only occur on a personal level. Every 

individual is a part of a community or larger system. We will have 

a change in the leadership of the Grand Commandery next month. 

     SK Etienne, our new Grand Commander, hopes to move us in 

the change or vision he hopes to convey. Are we ready to walk with 

him to help him succeed with his goals? It may mean a change for 

our lives. 

     Change is on-going and is a lot of hard work. People will pursue 

change if they believe and have hope that things can be different 

and know that God doesn’t abandon them in the moment of the 

change they face. 
 
 
new york supplement 19 18                                                                                                               september, 2019 

 


