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Greetings Sir Knights, 

 It is now September, and we are back at labor in our Asylums, to do 

the Lord’s work.  Last month we created a new group of Knights at the 

conferral in Harrisburg.  Those Knights will help fill the gaps in our ranks 

left by those fraters who laid down their swords and went to be with our 

Lord. Later this month we will hold a memorial service to honor their 

memory.  We do this at the National Cemetery in Gettysburg, by the 

Friend-to-Friend Masonic Memorial.  This memorial portrays Union 

Captain Henry Bingham, a Pennsylvania Mason, rendering aid and 

comfort to Confederate General, and Virginia Mason, Lewis Armistead. 

Brother Bingham promised to take a message back to Brother 

Armistead’s old friend, Pennsylvania Mason and Knight Templar, 

General Winfield Hancock, who was Bingham’s commanding officer.  

 This is an oft told tale of an act of Masonic kindness that took place 

during the Civil War, and not the only one.  Many episodes of Masonic 

charity and relief took place during that war, and several took place at 

Gettysburg.  On more than one occasion Masons performed that last great 

duty for a fallen brother, the Masonic Funeral Service, regardless of the 

deceased’s military loyalties, and sometimes right on the battlefield!  One 

such service, conducted at Gettysburg, so impressed a young Lieutenant 

from Rhode Island that he became a member of our fraternity during his 

next leave home.  Elisa Hunt Rhodes later went on to become General 

Rhodes, and eventually the Grand Master of Rhode Island.  

 We never know what the full ramification of our actions may be, 

for good or ill.  Kindness and charity almost always bear good fruit.  

Tales of people touched by Christian, and Masonic, kindness are 

commonplace. Tales of people touched by the scene of a Masonic Funeral 

are also not uncommon.  Besides young Lt. Rhodes, Brother and Frater 

Christopher Hodapp, a well-known Masonic writer and speaker, joined 

our brotherhood because of what he witnessed at a Masonic Funeral. Do 

bear this in mind the next time you conduct, or are asked to attend, such a 

service and contemplate the impression it may have on those who view it. 

What effect, as well, might a Templar service have, where we proclaim 

that our hope is in Christ Jesus, who is the Savior of mankind.  

 If you are unfamiliar with the Knight Templar Funeral Service, you 

can obtain a version on our Grand Commandery website, or from your 

Division Commander or Section Officer. We also plan to produce a video 

in the near future that will demonstrate this moving public ceremony. 

 Yours in His Service, 

 SK Richard F. Muth 

 Grand Commander 

Some Upcoming Events: 

 September 21 & 22 – Gettysburg Memorial Weekend 

 October 1 – Holy Land Pilgrimage nominations are due! 

 October 5 – Southeast Section Reception in Boyertown 

 November 8 & 9 – Line Officers Seminar in Elizabethtown 
 

A Letter from the Grand Prelate: 

Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in 

me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I 

have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 

 John 14:1-2 NIV 

Dear Fraters: 

It was with these words that Jesus informed the disciples and us 

that his coming death and burial would not be the end of his life’s story 

nor will our deaths be the end for ours.  There is so much more for us 

than we can begin to imagine!  In death we will be gathered home to be 

with our beloved Savior.  

A very special part of our Knight Templar Ritual and Tactics is 

exemplified when we form a memorial cross in honor of a frater who has 

gone to his eternal rest.  For some of us, the grief will be fresh in our 

minds and hearts.  For others, the pain will have passed but will bring 

recurring memories of the times we have spent together in our 

Commanderies with our departed Sir Knights.  By forming the cross we 

remind ourselves of the promise of our Lord. 

May the Holy Spirit comfort and sustain us as we entrust our 

friends and brothers into the care of our Lord, who has promised to gather 

us in and take us home to be with him always. 

Courteously, 

SK and Rev. David A. Eichelberger, PDC, KCT, IKT 

Grand Prelate 
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