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     Sir Knights, 
 
     I bring Fraternal greetings from the Officers of your 
Grand Commandery.  I hope this month's message finds 
you all well. In this month's article, I wanted to share a bit 
of education on the Order of The Temple.  In our work as 
Masons, we often hear words and phrases that we don't 
know how to pronounce, let alone understand their 
meanings. One of these occurs in the Orders. Do you 
recall hearing "Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz"? What is this? A 
name? A phrase? Well, as it turns out, it is both! 
      
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz was a son of the prophet Isaiah. 
His name is certainly a mouth full, but it is also full of 
meaning. It is mentioned in Isaiah 8:1-4. "The Lord said 
to me, 'Take a large scroll and write on it with an ordinary 
pen: Maher-Shalal-Hash-baz.' So, I called the priest and 
Zechariah son of Jeberekiah as reliable witnesses for 
me. Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived 
and gave birth to a son. And the Lord said to me, 'Name 
him Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. For before the boy knows 
how to say, "My father" or "My mother," the wealth of 
Damascus and the plunder of Samaria will be carried off 
by the king of Assyria." 
      

Scripture records the names of two sons of the prophet 
Isaiah. Both names were symbolic and contained 
messages from God to Judah's king Ahaz as well as to 
us today. The name literally translates to "speed-spoil-
hasten-plunder" or "swift to the spoil, quick to the 
plunder" 
     The Assyrian king, Tiglath-Pileser III was conquering 
much of the Middle East including the lands surrounding 
Israel. The kings of Syria (Damascus) and 
Israel (Samaria) seeked an alliance with Judah's Ahaz. 
He refused and sought protection through an alliance 
with the Assyrians. This started the Syro-Ephraimite war. 
It was during this time that Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz was 
born as prophesied. God's message to Ahaz was that 
both of Judah's enemies would be defeated and 
plundered. Judah would be saved! 
     Space constraints prevent me from illustrating the 
details of this time period. I encourage you to research 
some of the things you encounter in our degrees and 
rituals. The understanding of the lessons that are being 
communicated have a purpose in our Craft, our lives and 
our relationship with God. Understanding these lessons 
can have a deep and profound impact on your personal 
experience. More importantly, it will help us all in the way 
we communicate these degrees to our newest members.  
     May the Blessings of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ be with you and remain with you always! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Jeff Hall 
Grand Commander 
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