
       

 Its hard to believe that this year has already gone by. I had big 

plans and then life says different. However, we still got a lot 

accomplished this year and I feel good leaving my position with the 

Grand Commandery in a better position then when I received it.  

 I’m not saying previous Grand Commanders did anything wrong, 

but its always my goal to leave a position in a better place than when I 

received it. It a fundamental lesson I try to teach my children every day. 

This lesson teaches goal setting as well as forward thinking. It also 

teaches respect for property and accountability for your actions.  

 As I look at the state of our Grand Commandery, I feel we are 

making good decisions to put our organization on solid footing. That 

doesn’t mean that you are not needed to continue to grow our 

Commandery. Every Sir Knight should take ownership in this 

organization and do whatever is necessary to continue its growth. I 

challenge each one of you to look at the positions you hold in your local, 

as well as, Grand Commandery and ask yourselves, “Am I leaving this 

position in a better state then when I received it?” If not, what do you 

need to do to be better? Ask a fellow Sir Knight for guidance if you not 

sure what to do. We are brothers and we are bound to help each other 

be successful in our endeavors.  

 The overriding theme this year has been, “do something!” I have 

encouraged, cajoled, caroused and begged for you to do something. I 

learned a lesson a long time ago, “To do nothing is worse than doing 

something wrong.” I feel this is the most important thing we can do to 

grow our Commanderies. On one wants to go to meetings where  

 
nothing is getting done. Neither do they want to be a part of an 
organization that is not forward thinking. Remember? Leave your 
position in a better state then when you received it… I have also stressed 
that in order to start the forward momentum, you need to start small 
and build on that.  
 
I thank you all for putting your faith in me as your Grand Commander 
and I look forward assisting the new Grand Commander in whatever 
capacity he wishes of me. And I will continue to look forward and strive 
to leave whatever positions I may hold in the future, in a better state 
then when I received them. 
 

Shawn “Jake” Smith 

Grand Commander Knights Templar of South Dakota 
 
 
 
It is still not too late to register for Grand Sessions of South Dakota 
Grand York Rite Sessions on September 19-21, 2019.  
 

The DEADLINE is September 14, 2019. 
 
Go to www.sdyorkrite.org for registration or contact me, 
jake3404@yahoo.com or sd.gyroffice@gmail.com if you have and 
questions. 

south dakota supplement 19 18              september 2019 

http://www.sdyorkrite.org/
mailto:jake3404@yahoo.com
mailto:sd.gyroffice@gmail.com

