
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Knights, as we all should be aware by now, membership is “Priority No. 

1” in our Fraternity.  Our Most Eminent Grand Master has issued a General 
Order requiring each Grand Commandery and each Constituent Commandery to 
formulate a membership committee that will fulfil the goals of the Grand 
Encampment regarding membership. 

The local Commandery committees are responsible for reporting their 
activity to the Grand Commandery, who in turn must report activities to the 
Grand Encampment. 

Your elected Grand Commandery Officers are willing to assist your 
Commandery as needed.  Should you need to contact us, please do not hesitate 
to do so. 

 
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 

The Grand Commandery is very proud to sponsor ministers to 
participate in the Holy Land Pilgrimage.  As explained in last month’s 
supplement, there are several ways we can contribute in support of this 
program.  One is by identifying eligible participants for the Pilgrimage.  Another 
is by contributions toward the Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund.  

Our Templar Order is based on the Christian Religion and the practice 
of the Christian Virtues.  Our ancient Templar brothers engaged in the defense 
of those journeying to Holy Land.  We today do not actively engage in battle, but 
we do support those who would journey to the Holy Land through our support 
of the Holy Land Pilgrimage.  

We all have many demands made of both our time and our financial 
resources.  As Masons, we support a number of charitable endeavors and each 
Brother must decide for himself what his personal contribution to these must 
be.  While we must of course keep in mind that we cannot fail to provide for our 
families, we also are aware that the charities and activities we support all are 
worthwhile and have a tremendous impact on those who benefit from them.  
The Holy Land Pilgrimage not only reaches those who participate but those 
under the ministry care of the participants.  As Knights Templar, we have a 
unique opportunity to advance the Christian Religion through the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage.  Please consider what you can do to be a part of this great work. 

TENNESSEE REPRESENTED AT REGIONAL EVENTS 
During the past few months Tennessee York Rite has been well 

represented at various regional events.  The first of these was the 
Southeastern York Rite Conference held in early June at Melbourne, 
Florida.  This conference brings up to date information to our York Rite 
leadership and gives them an opportunity to collaborate with the leaders 
of our neighboring jurisdictions. 

One speaker this year discussed the important work of our 
Knights Templar Eye Foundation and how it is being used not only to 
enhance the lives of individuals in our own nation but also around the 
world.  Technology is being used to allow surgeons to communicate via 
electronic means to share methods and research that has impact far 
beyond our national borders. 

The other regional event is the annual Great Smoky Mountain 
Summer Assembly at Maggie Valley, NC.  This annual event provides a 
relaxed atmosphere in which York Rite Masons can come together and 
hear speakers from various jurisdictions as well as fellowship with one 
another.  This year as last year, Tennessee had the second largest 
attendance after host jurisdiction North Carolina.   

This year attendees heard how our younger generation is 
stepping up to accept the challenges and responsibilities of moving our 
Fraternity forward without abandoning the traditions we all hold dear.  
Pictured below are some of the attendees at these two events. 

 
TN York Rite Leadership at Southeastern Conference 

 
TN delegation to Maggie Valley Summer Assembly 
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