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FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
Sir Knights, as we have all survived the summer months and fall is upon 

us, I want to give you a recap of the programs and travels of your Grand 
Commandery Officers. I began July by attending the York Rite Summer 
Assembly in Maggie Valley, NC with my Lady Donna along with PGC Smokey 
Ferguson and his Lady Bobbi. We had a great time and I encourage every Sir 
Knight to make the effort to attend. The planners of the event do an excellent job 
and we were pleased to hear several presentations that would have inspired every 
Sir Knight. I was honored to install the Officers of Florence Commandery # 39 on 
July 10th. It was great to be back in Florence and see old friends once again. On 
July 14th Lady Donna and I along with our Eminent Grand Generalissimo SK 
Jerry Burfitt, Eminent Grand Junior Warden SK Ron Andress and Eminent 
Warder SK Doug Burfitt attended the Installation of Officers for the Alabama 
DeMolay Association. I was particularly proud as my youngest son Kyle was 
installed as the State Master Councilor.   

We started Aug off by attending the York Rite Sovereign College of 
North America in Oakbrook, IL. This was a great event as SK Michael Feld, SK 
Tommy Bassett, SK Jerry Fulford, and our Eminent Grand Sword Bearer SK Sid 
Cooley were all honored with the Order of the Purple Cross. To make the event 
even more special our Eminent Grand Junior Warden SK Ron Andress was 
installed as the Grand Governor and SK Michael Feld was installed as the Deputy 
Grand Governor for Alabama. We wish them well as they lead the York Rite 
Colleges in Alabama. On Aug 4th the Mobile York Rite Bodies held a one day 
class and created 15 new Sir Knights. My thanks for our Very Eminent Deputy 
Grand Commander for being present for the day and helping out as needed. We 
ended the month by attending the 67th Grand Encampment in Indianapolis, IN 
from Aug 18th – 22nd. Lady Donna and I were excited to be joined by our Very 
Eminent Deputy Grand Commander Tom Nesbit, Eminent Grand Generalissimo 
SK Jerry Burfitt and his Lady Sam and our Eminent Grand Captain General SK 
Winston Each and his Lady Jean. This was the first time in many triennials that all 
four of our elected dais officers were able to attend Grand Encampment. Start 
making your plans now to attend the 68th Grand Encampment in Minneapolis, MN 
in Aug of 2021. I was very pleased and proud to be installed as the 68th 
Department Commander – Southeastern for the Grand Encampment. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported me over the years. I could not have achieved this 
station without your support. 

Remember our upcoming Charity Golf Tournament on Oct 28th at the 
Chesley Oaks Golf Course in Cullman. The deadline for signing up to play or 
sponsor a tee box is rapidly approaching, for more information contact our 
General Chairman Lee Gibson at (256) 425-3444. 

As we will be rapidly approaching the end of the year please make sure 
your Grand Commandery Officers are informed of your Christmas Observance 
date. This is a very important event in the life of our Commanderies and I am 
encouraging every Grand Commandery Officer to attend as many as possible. 

 

Yours in the Faith, 
James C. McGee, KCT, KTCH 
R.E. Grand Commander 
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GRAND GENERALISSIMO’S MESSAGE 
Sir Knights, I want to make sure you are aware that a new Alabama 

uniform regulation has been put fourth for your consideration. Most importantly 
I want you to understand that this regulation was written to assist those who 
wish to put together a new uniform. This regulation has a "grandfather" clause 
which covers any and all uniforms currently being worn! I you have a uniform 
you don't have to change a thing! 
 

As new uniforms are created, it is our hope that Alabama Knights 
Templars will indeed look more and more uniform in our appearance. You may 
rest assured that the Grand York Rite will not create a "uniform police force". 
 

The Grand Commander has instructed that each Commander take a 
tabulated vote on this regulation and report that vote count to the Grand 
Secretary. 
 

Please consider voting yes for this legislation. 
 

William J. Burfitt, KCT, KTCH 
Grand Generalissimo 
 

ALABAMA REPRESENTATIVES AT TRIENNIAL 
 

 

 

Grand Captain General, Winston Each; Grand Generalissimo, Jerry Burfitt; 
Deputy Grand Commander, Thomas Nesbit; Grand Commander, Jim McGee. 
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