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Greetings Sir Knights: 

As a continuation of my articles on the history of the Knights Templar, I would 
now like to touch on the organization of the Order.

 The organizational structure of the Templars had a strong chain of 
authority. Each country with a major Templar presence (France, Poitou, Anjou, 
Jerusalem, England, Aragon, Portugal, Italy, Tripoli, Antioch, Hungary, and Croa-
tia) had a Master of the Order for the Templars in that region. All of them were 
subject to the Grand Master, appointed for life, who oversaw both the order’s 
military efforts in the East and their financial holdings in the West. The Grand 
Master exercised his authority via the visitors-general of the of the order, who 
were knights specially appointed by the Grand Master and convent of Jerusalem 
to visit the different provinces, correct malpractices, introduce new regulations, 
and resolve important disputes. The visitors-general had the power to remove 
knights from office and to suspend the Master of the province concerned.

 There was a threefold division of the ranks of the Templars: the knights, 
the non-noble sergeants, and the chaplains. The Templars did not perform 
knighting ceremonies, so any knight wishing to become a Knight Templar had 
to be a knight already. They were the most visible branch of the order and wore 
the famous white mantles to symbolize their purity and chastity. They were 
equipped as heavy cavalry, with three or four horses and one or two squires. 
Squires were generally not members of the order but were instead outsiders 
who were hired for a set period of time. Beneath the knights in the order and 
drawn from non-noble families were the sergeants. They brought vital skills and 
trades from blacksmiths and builders, including administration of many of the 
order’s European properties. In the Crusader States, they fought alongside the 
knights as light cavalry with a single horse.  Several of the order’s most senior 
positions were reserved for sergeants, including the post of Commander of the 
Vault of Acre, who was the de facto Admiral of the Temple fleet. The sergeants 
wore black or brown. From 1139, chaplains constituted a third Templar class. 

They were ordained priests who cared for the Templars’ spiritual needs. All 
three classes of brother wore the order’s red cross.

 No precise numbers exist, but it is estimated that at the order’s peak 
there were between 15,000 and 20,000 Templars, of whom about a tenth were 
actual knights.
         
       Yours in Templiary, 

Paul L. Chello 
Right Eminent Grand Commander

Sir Knights

 Please join me in offering 
congratulations to Sir Knight Stuart 
K. Drost, Right Eminent Past Grand 
Commander of Connecticut and our 
new Northeastern Department Com-
mander.  Well done Stu.
     
  Yours in Templiary, 

Paul L. Chello 
Right Eminent Grand Commander

16th Annual Knights Patriot

Hamilton Commandery #5 will host the annual 
Knights Patriot program on Thursday, October 
18th at their asylum located at 3960 Main Street 
in Stratford.  The program will begin at 6:30pm 
and includes a multi-course dinner.  Reservations 
are required as seating is limited.  This program 
is open to Sir Knights through Master Masons 
and their ladies.  Reservations can be made with 
Stuart Drost 203.944.0861 or
HC5KT@comcast.net. 
Cost is $20 per Mason payable at the door. 


