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Grand Commander’s  Message 
Dear Sir Knights,
 Here we are in the tenth month of the year, so many things have 
been going on, the Holiday season is now just around the corner. 
Many good meetings have been held, our Area meetings have proven 
to be successful, and fruitful, with good attendance and everyone 
gaining some new knowledge of the nine man opening. Again I want 
to thank all Sir Knights for supporting my goals of Great Leadership, 
a Can Do Attitude and Commitment. I plan to talk to all Sir Knights 
about leadership; by stimulating members’ interest and increasing 
attendance. �ese thoughts were �rst introduced by our past Depart-
ment Commander, Henry Adams, REPGC. His York Rite Notes for 
October 2016 state that each new Sir Knight must be made a part of 
the team. Each Sir Knight must be mentored and eventually brought 
into the fold of the Commandery. �is year I want all of the Sir 
Knights to be part of a team of the Grand Commandery. We as Sir 
Knights must be open to new ideas from our younger Sir Knights, and 
we must consider those ideas, and if they are worthy then act on them. 
�is may be a way to increase active membership in our bodies. A 
good way to get started is to invite the new Sir Knights to witness the 
next conferral of the Order of the Temple. �is way the new Sir 
Knights can observe the Orders and absorb the teachings because 
when they went through there was so much information given to them 
and I am sure they could not remember all of the teachings, let alone 
the lessons learned from the Orders. �is way they can see what they 
went through, and have a better idea of what they want to do in their 

Commanderies. Some ways to keep the meetings interesting is to start 
on time, confer the Orders with dignity and �nish promptly. �e 
Commander is to have an agenda and follow that agenda, to ensure all 
things are covered and this is to include masonic instruction to the Sir 
Knights in attendance.
 October is used for York Rite festivals and to rekindle our com-
mitment to York Right Masonry, be sure to participate in the degrees 
and orders. Even if you are unable to memorize a part for the degrees 
or orders, showing up and welcoming the candidates, lending a hand 
by setting up or serving lunch, come out and show your Templar 
Pride. Give the candidates a reason to come back and get involved.
 Sir Knights wherever dispersed, we are Knights Templar and we 
must set examples as leaders, law abiding citizens, and lastly outstand-
ing York Knight Masons.

 Remember, be faithful to God, your family and country.

Courteously and fraternally,
S.K. James T. Mason
REGC

Templar Trivia from the editor...
 “�e origins of superstitions can be hard to pin down. �ere are often several 
theories about how they started, and a bunch of people are ready to debunk those 
theories. Friday the 13th is one such example. If you read Dan Brown's �e Da 
Vinci Code, you might remember learning that members of the Knights Templar 
were arrested on Friday the 13th. Brown’s book helped popularize the belief that 
these arrests are the reason people fear the date. But although some of the Knights 
Templar were arrested on Friday, October 13, 1307, that isn’t the origin of the 
superstition.
 Right now, the hottest take on Friday the 13th is that it wasn’t associated 
with bad luck until 1907, when a novel titled Friday, the �irteenth was published. 
In his book on the number 13, author Nathaniel Lachenmeyer argues that before the 
20th century, “13” had been an unlucky number, and “Friday” had been an unlucky 
day, but “Friday the 13th” wasn’t necessarily a concept.”

 * Excerpt from National Geographic Article by Becky Little, May 12th, 2016 - full article here -  
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/05/160512-friday-13-knights-templar-superstition/


