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Greetings Sir Knights, 
 
The month of October is the time of year which can bring 
a myriad of changes to our lives. At times we may enjoy an 
extended Indian summer, or Mother Nature may choose to 
remind us that winter is coming, and she will do as she 
pleases. 
 
The most infamous date in Templar history happened on 
October 13th 1307 when Phillip the Faire of France along 
with Pope Clement the 5th issued arrest warrants for all 
Knights Templar. They were accused of heresy, defiling the 
cross, treason and numerous other crimes. Most were 
tortured into confessing to false crimes. Since that time 
Friday the 13th has been considered an unlucky day. 
 
This year, I would like to have as many Sir Knights as 
possible help with our Patriotic Committee. I am tasking 
the committee and our Sir Knights to visit the Veteran’s 
hospitals in the state and a visit to the Veteran’s home. 
Each is a great way to show our appreciation and support 
for these brave men and women who have offered a 
portion of their lives to our nation. 
 
I have been in contact with the representative of the 
Wreaths Across America program at the Iowa Veterans 
cemetery in Van Meter about partnering with them. I think 
that this is a worthwhile cause and one that we can take 

pride in. I would like for the local Commandery’s to raise 
money for this cause, and I will be asking the charity fund 
to match the total amount raised up to $2,000.00. For a 
donation of that amount, we will be able to sponsor 200 
wreaths. 
I know that there always seems to be a constant need to 
raise funds for one thing after another, but as a charitable 
organization, these are the things that we need to do to 
raise our profile in our communities. Our ongoing quilt 
raffle ticket sales will go to support the Eye Foundation 
and the Holy land Pilgrimage program. 
 
Finally Sir Knights let me remind you, that there will be a 
York Rite festival in November and if you can bring a 
candidate it will help build our numbers. If there is 
anything you need from me, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Forrest C. Peck Jr 
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