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Hoosier SK Duane Vaught 
completes term as Grand Master 

By SK EDWARD L. SEBRING  KCT, KTCH, GPE 
Editor 

BLOOMINGTON — With the 58th Triennial now in the history books, SK 
Duane Vaught GCT, PMEGM, PREGC, PMWGM, has become only the third Hoos-
ier Templar to spend three years at the helm of the Grand Encampment, Knights 
Templar of the United States of America. 

Even though he had to dedicate much of his time to 
the job for three years, he said he was ready for it to 
end, because that is exactly how the system was de-
signed. 
“It (a change of command) is what ought to happen,” 
Vaught said. “We can’t run these organizations in the 
past. I believe I accomplished quite a lot, and I hope 
the next guy has a lengthy list. I want the Grand En-
campment to be future-tense great, which requires 
other people get a chance, and we move up.” 
But it isn’t just the Grand Master who makes things 
happen in the Grand Encampment; it requires a team 
and participation by all of the team’s members, 
Vaught said. 
“I want to thank all the elected and appointed officers 

of the Grand Encampment,” Vaught said. “This doesn’t happen without a lot of 
people’s work. This is not a fancy appointment. Sure, you get a lot of attention, 
but compared to the amount of work you put in, not very much.” 

Vaught said the job kept him “on the road” roughly three days out of every 
week for the past three years. However, Lady Georgia Vaught rarely traveled 
with him, both because the Grand Encampment does not reimburse its officers 
for their ladies transportation, but also because many trips were effectively 
business trips to places such as the Grand Encampment office in Texas. But even 
when home in Bloomington, Vaught spent hours at his desk daily, working on 
Grand Encampment business and handling a half-dozen telephone calls. 
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For Grand Encampment is very much a business said Vaught who, by pro-
fession, is a certified public accountant. And that reality hit him immediately 
upon taking office. 

“We had less than a month to re-do our contract with MJO, the company 
that created the software program, Masonic Membership Solutions. We negoti-
ated the purchase of all their intellectual property rights, and they maintain the 
software,” Vaught said. “You can imagine how important that is with 100,000 
members.” 

Grand Encampment acquired a new Grand Treasurer, Vaught said. Plus, “we 
had a terrific bicentennial, which was no small affair. It included giving a special 
new Malta Jewel to every new member knighted during the bicentennial. That 
was not easy either financially or logistically, but we did it very well.” 

However, Grand Encampment did not have to raise the per capita paid by 
Grand Commanderies because it had a surplus. Vaught said that was because 
the GE raised per capita substantially back in 2006, “which was designed so it 
will be a long time before we have to raise per capita again.” 

The Grand Encampment is a true national governing body and states’ Grand 
Commanderies are subordinate to it. But there are also individual Commander-
ies around the world which are directly subordinate to Grand Encampment 
without any Grand Commandery intervening. The United States has been divid-
ed into regions consisting of multiple states and called Departments, each with a 
Department Commander. Historically, a single Department Commander over-
saw all the international subordinate Commanderies. But Vaught said the de-
partments were reorganized to create individual Department Commanders with 
supervision over subordinate Commanderies in Europe, Asia and the southern 
Americas. In addition, a new subordinate Commandery opened in Ecuador. 

The Grand Encampment also had dealings with the Great Priories, as na-
tional Knight Templar bodies are known in other nations, such as Canada and 
Great Britain. 

Vaught said he was quite proud that full recognition between the Grand 
Encampment and Prince Hall Affiliation Grand Encampment was voted in during 
the Triennial meeting held in Indianapolis. 

“That took about three years of hard work,” Vaught said. 
The Knight Templar Educational Foundation was reorganized from a series 

of independent Grand Commandery organizations to a single national account, 
Vaught said. States still make their own rules as to how their educational funds 
are disbursed, but the GE has taken bookkeeping tasks off their shoulders and is 
getting more interest income for them as GE can get higher rates in investing 
the whole $10 million in education funds. 

Finally, Vaught is proud the Knight Templar Eye Foundation has been able 
to go from funding a single professorship to funding three. The foundation is 
also providing $65,000 funding to each of 26 new PhDs which will help them 
establish their own credentials to get large grants from other research funding 
sources. 
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