
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas! 

Have you ever entered and old building or establishment which is 

now empty and marveled at the architecture or wondered in your 

mind how much different it looked in its heyday? Standing there, 

have you visualized people coming and going, laughter and 

conversations, maybe see the cigarette burns in the floor, where 

smokers used to congregate, or an empty stage where there were 

many performances? Have you wondered how much differently it 

could have been, or maybe, why it was now just an empty building 

reminding us of a past gone by? Welcome to Knights Templar of 

Kansas. Is this where we are headed?   

If you will indulge me a little I have as story to tell. I was Knighted 

over 30 years ago. It was a time when Commandry was very active. I 

went in wide eyed with amazement. The Temple Degree was one of 

the most impressive, beautiful degrees that I had ever gone through. 

The memories to this day are still vivid in my mind. We had enough 

Knights in those days to put on our own degrees. Parts were 

memorized, not read, and the incoming Knights and Officers did their 

part to continue the history. I was very active in my local Commandry 

back in those days. Then as life does, I had a major change in my 

path of life. I changed careers, and my work lead me to a different 

city and constant travel, so Commandry, as well as Blue Lodge, 

slipped away and I became a card-carrying member. I became busy 

in everyday life, and I didn’t even look for new Commanderies to join 

or visit.   

    Then came the change, a Brother Mason, fellow Sir Knight, and 

good friend, looked me up and for some reason thought I was worthy 

enough to be rescued. He invited me to once again become active. 

He reignited the passion I had for Blue Lodge and Commandry and I 

wondered after he did, why had I been gone so long. Although I still 

struggle to make my local Commandry meetings I know I’m on the 

way back as Grand Commandry now has my attention. I tell you this 

story because I think there are many stories out there that are just 

like mine. These Sir Knights still have a passion for Commandry and 

only need someone to relight their candle.   

     As I mentioned earlier, I think the York Rite Degrees are some of 

the most impressive and beautiful degrees out there. We do not want 

to lose this heritage, it’s too important. As with all Masonic bodies, 

our numbers are failing, and our current active members are getting 

old.  If you look around, most of our active Sir Knights are Past 

Grand Commanders. These are the Sir Knights that know the work 

and need to pass it on to keep it alive. It will only take a small 

commitment on our part to continue Knights Templar of Kansas.  

    Let’s not become that empty landmark or building I mentioned 

earlier, and wonder about days gone by, and what if…. Let’s find 

these inactive Sir Knights and invite them back, but not just to a 

business meeting, where three Sir Knights sit around and talk about 

the good old days.  Invite them back to some local or Grand 

Commandry event. RELIGHT THEIR CANDLE! 

   If you have read this all the way through, I thank you. I feel Commandry 
has a lot to offer, not only with current Sir Knights, but also with the potential 
for new Sir Knights. We just need to get the fire started from within and then 
watch it grow. (Written by SK Wayne D. Drake, E:. Grand Generalissimo) 

Fraternally yours, 

Sir Knight John T. Staton 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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