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 be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work! 

 

 

          
 

 

Where are you going, what path do you take, and what do you expect to accomplish 
when you have reached your destination. I also understand that publicly stating your 
goals, or plans, can be a double-edged sword. Great if you succeed, but if you come up 
short, it can cut in the other direction. But, a leader must be willing to take risks, and 
yes, even fail, if he is to properly serve those who chose him. 
Many of you have heard me state that we will Knight 300 Sir Knights during this year. I 
realize that this is a very ambitious goal, and one that will require all of us working 
together to try to accomplish. Our Grand Master, and our Deputy Grand Master of our 
Grand Lodge have pledged their support. Now we need you to join us. 
I will try to focus on just four things this year. Visibility, Leadership, Attendance and 
Proficiency. 
Sir Knights we must be visible in our communities and in our Lodges. I firmly believe that 
we can’t walk into a group, in any setting, in full dress uniform without drawing a lot of 
attention. We have the most distinguishable uniform in all of Freemasonry, USE IT! This 
country is about 76% Christian, and we are Christian Warriors for Christ, USE IT!  
We must have leadership. Our leaders should be willing, and able, to provide true 
leadership to us. And if they do not, we must demand it. The days of allowing just 
anyone to assume the leadership position, without expecting anything from them are 
long past. We must hold them accountable to our Fraternity. Most will follow if true 
leadership is given.  
Attendance at our conclaves is something that we should strongly encourage, but for 
this to be expected, there must be something of value there for our members. That’s 
where the true leadership comes in. You can’t expect men to give up their time, drive 
many miles, and then receive nothing for their efforts. I’m convinced that if we make our 
meetings beneficial to our membership in some way, attendance will follow. 
And lastly, we need to provide training so that our members can become proficient in 
the opening and closing ceremonies, and in the conferral of the Orders. We must insist 
on the bare minimums of sword movements, of the signs and passwords. Sir Knights, if 
we can not do these basics, are we really Sir Knights? If we are unable to do these things, 
how can we knight new Sir Knights? And if we can’t properly knight new Knights, we 
can’t inspire them to go out and show the world what we are about? To be the Christian 
Warriors we are supposed to be.  Courteously, J. William Riggs 
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Sir Knights, 
First let me express to you my appreciation for the opportunity 
to serve as your Grand Commander. It is my hope that working 
together we can move Templar Masonry forward In the coming 
months. 
I feel that before starting on any journey, you must have a plan. 
expect to accomplish when you have reached your destination. I 
also understand that publicly stating your goals, or plans, can be 
a double-edged sword. Great if you succeed, but if you come up 
short, it can cut in the other direction. But, a leader must be 
willing to take risks, and yes, even fail, if he is to properly serve 
those who chose him. 
 

FROM THE JUNIOR PAST GRAND COMMANDER 
As I write this month’s newsletter, our Annual Conclave is still a couple of weeks away. As 
you read it, new officers and committees are in place and Sir Knight J. William Riggs, 
absent unforeseen events at the annual conclave, is beginning his tenure as Grand 
Commander. He has a goal, and a plan, to increase membership this year. I’ll allow him to 
provide the details. 
Two pieces of legislation were proposed this year for your consideration. The first, to 
reinstate the Holy Land Pilgrimage as a standing committee, make that committee a 
rotating committee with members serving three years, and establishing a permanent 
fund to support its work, should have received unanimous consent. The legislation did 
not affect assessments and what we do through that committee has eternal significance.  
The second required the unanimous consent of the voting delegates present before it 
could be brought to the floor as we were unable to send notice prior to the 90-day 
deadline. This will have been presented at the Grand Conclave in Septembe. 
We recognized a number of knights this year as Knights Commander of the Temple, a 
significant honor for them, and all worthy of the recognition. Our thanks to Jim King for 
getting our honors program back on track. We also recognized two very worthy knights 
with the Conrad Cates award and the Templar Cross of Honor. I was very pleased with 
the recommendations that I received for these honors this year, and I encourage every 
Commandery to submit the names of worthy knights for these honors every year. Your 
nominee might not be selected as we only give one of these per year, but that should not 
stop you from nominating again, and again if necessary. We receive very few 
nominations for these awards, frequently none, and that is unfortunate. 
I have tried to draw attention this year to the work of the Division Commanders and their 
importance in our organization. Support these guys and help them. They are key to our 
success. I have been remiss in not giving enough credit to the members of Williamsburg 
Lodge and York Rite who helped me get to where I am. I would particularly name some 
who have been mentors, teachers, and friends who have passed to their eternal reward: 
men like Hobert Bird, WC Williams, David Rhodes, the list is long. But I also need to thank 
men like Carl Jones and Larry Carte, who are still encouraging and providing guidance. 
There are so many more, from my old Division, the guys in Harlan and Somerset. And 
particularly Williamsburg Commandery; of the seven knights from Kentucky who were at 
the Triennial in August, five were from Williamsburg. Larry, Bill, Carl, Charlie, thank you.  
Sir Knights, I thought last month’s letter was to be my last, but was asked to submit one 
more. Let me again express my appreciation to each of you for the welcome, the support, 
the encouragement I have received during the past year. It has been an honor to serve as 
your Grand Commander. If I can be of assistance to you in the future, let me know. I 
appreciate every reception, every opportunity to assist in the Orders, every opportunity 
to speak of my program for the year and the faith in our Risen Savior that has driven that 
theme. GM Tim Sanders has often used the phrase this year that we should ‘be the men 
we profess to be’. Let me echo that; we profess to be a Christian Order. Let’s be what we 
profess to be, and the world will be a better place because of it.   
Courteously, Randall Partin   Past Grand Commander 

PHOTO OF GOLF SCRAMBLE WINNERS 
There was not room for the promised picture, but I will try to make room in November. 
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