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Crisp October Days 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

As stated last month, your Grand Commandery was one officer short in the line 
due to a resignation. In consultation with several of your Past Grand Comman-
ders, I spoke with several Sir Knights regarding their potential for serving as 
the Grand Warder until our next annual Grand Conclave. We are most fortu-
nate to have Sir Knight Harold F. Coots, Past Grand Commander (2014-2015), 
to serve as the Grand Warder for the remainder of the term. Thank you Harold 
for accepting this station for the year. 

The 67th Grand Encampment Triennial was attended by the following Missouri 
Sir Knights:  Clark McLemore, Deputy Grand Commander; Charles E. Cooper,  
Grand Generalissimo; Harry L. Tripp, Jr., Grand Captain General; Thomas C. 
Yunick, PGC; Richard L. Mansfield, PGC; and myself, your Grand Commander. 
The final tally regarding attendance was: 458 Sir Knights registered, 378 voting 
delegates, 56 Grand Commanderies present, and 2 Subordinate Commanderies 
present. 

Overall, the Triennial consisted of an interesting group of meetings that stimu-
lated serious discussion and debate. Here is a highly abbreviated summary of 
the items covered. 

1. Formal recognition between the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar USA 
and Grand Encampment of Knights Templar-USA PHA. This applies to jurisdic-
tions wherein the State Grand Lodge already recognizes Prince Hall Affiliates. 

2. A change in Grand Encampment law regarding the composition required to 
open a Commandery. Nine Sir Knights are still required to open a conclave. 
However, only five Sir Knights need to be members of said Commandery, one 
of whom has authority to open, the remaining four may be visitors. 

3. Discussion regarding fees assessed to the Grand Commanderies for adminis-
tration of their Education Foundations regardless if they are self-directed or 
not. This is an issue we will be acting upon at our annual Grand Conclave in 
June of 2019. 

4. Your Knight Templar Eye Foundation now has three endowed professorships 
for research. These endowed chairs are with the Mayo Clinic, John Hopkins, 
and Baylor University.The endowments are for two million dollars each. 

5) Your retiring Grand Master delivered his address which included decisions 
made by him during his term. His decisions, save one, were overwhelmingly 
approved. 

6. The Grand Commandery of Mexico was successfully re-instated as a member 
of the Grand Encampment. 

7. Your Grand Encampment officers for the 68th Triennium are: Jeffery N. Nel-
son (North Dakota), Grand Master; Michael B. Johnson (Wyoming), Deputy 
Grand Master; David J. Kussman (California), Grand Generalissimo; Jeffery A. 
Bolstad (Montana), Grand Captain General; and Jack M.Harper, II (Texas), 
South Central Department Commander. 

I had the opportunity to observe the Class A through Class D Grand Encamp-
ment Drill Competition. Across all of the classifications there were 346 Sir 
Knights representing 26 Commanderies and 20 States participating. Perhaps 
for a future Triennial either a Missouri Commandery or a State-wide team could 
be assembled to perform this impressive exhibition of precision and skill. 

My visitation schedule for the month of October is:  Tuesday, 02 October – 
Cape Girardeau; Thursday, 04 October – Excalibur (Hannibal); Saturday, 06 
October – Region 2 YR Conference, St. Joseph; Thursday, 11 October – Ely 
(Kirksville); Monday, 15 October – Poplar Bluff; Saturday, 20 October – Region 
7 KT Orders; Tuesday, 23 October – Lebanon; Wednesday, 24 October – St 
Elmo (Bolivar); Saturday, 27 October – Region 5 YR Conference, location TBA. 

Sir Knights, I close on this note. October 18th is the feast day of St Luke the 
Evangelist. “And he stood up to read; and there was given to him the book of 
the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found the place where it was writ-
ten, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’ And he closed the book, and gave it 
back to the attendant, and set down;…” (Luke 4: 16b-20a, RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

THE GREATEST GIFT 
Perfection begins and concludes the Bible. The perfect world can be glimpsed 
just before the creation story. And, the new Heaven and Earth can be seen just 
beyond the conclusion of John’s final revelation. Between the beginning and 
the ending, God speaks to us. God wants to dwell in us and be at the center of 
our lives. But, we have a dark side of disobedience and sin which entices us to 
deny God. However, Jesus gives us a very important message about love, obe-
dience, His Father’s will, and what lies ahead. Through His death and resurrec-
tion, He makes reconciliation between God and humankind possible. May the 
Holy Spirit help us to grasp the greatness of Jesus, as well as the very personal 
nature of His death and resurrection for each of us, and God’s enduring love.
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