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Deputy Grand Commander’s Message 
 
Salutations Sir Knights! 
 
I’m excited for the future of our Order. I really am. In my travels I have 
seen so many hungry Masons who are looking for something more than 
what their current Masonic experience is giving them. This is a good sign. 
It’s a sign that people are more being more deliberate about their life 
choices and how they spend their time. I think this is a call to us as 
Templar Masons to give them a reason to get involved in something 
larger and greater than themselves. 
 
We are standing at a crossroads in Templary and in Masonry in general. 
We are perfectly positioned to rise to the occasion and be that Light that 
will ignite in them a new or renewed fervor for the values inculcated in 
our beloved Order. However, that will take time and effort. The Grand 
Commandery Line is building tools and tactics that will make the path 
clearer and the road smoother for us to become what we are intended 
to be—the candle burning in the darkness to bring men to the Light. 
These tools will help you lay out a course with simple, attainable, and 
measurable steps to enhance our Templar experience and help our local 
Commanderies attain a solid footing based for applying what we already 
know: to treasure our heritage, respect our ritual, engage our members 
in meaningful ways, and be deliberate in everything we do.  
 
This sounds simple, but one person or group of people can’t do it alone. 
This is a brotherhood. Brothers aid, assist, gently guide and correct and 
they put the needs of brothers and others before themselves. You do 
this every day. It’s time to be aware of how this plays out in every 
thought, word, and action of every day.  
 
 
 

 

Sometimes it can be easier to get caught up in the financial woes, 
membership issues, or the general business of the average day than to 
be who we really are and rise above these. Our forebears did and so can 
we. They were encumbered with wars, financial depression, social 
change, public disinformation, and much more. They persevered 
through it all and emerged stronger and more resilient than before. They 
never lost sight of who they were and what they stood for. We are 
Knights Templar! We hold ourselves to a higher standard and to a nobler 
vision of what the world can be. Often, we lower our guard and let our 
meetings and events cruise along on autopilot while the world goes 
along on its course unnoticed. The world around us is changing more 
rapidly than we are. Our mission should include staying relevant to our 
communities and embracing the benefits of the unprecedented growth 
of technology. We should also be embracing the evolving social and 
spiritual needs of our society while holding fast to our roots, never 
letting go of the universal truths that define us: Truth, Charity, 
Brotherhood and Christian Values. These are our strengths and our path. 
 
It is really all about cause and effect. If we are traumatized and reacting 
to the rapid changes around us, we are an effect. But to be a cause, well 
that’s a different matter. We can be the cause for making better men, a 
stronger community and a better world. It’s our job as Templars. Will we 
be a cause or an effect? 
 
We are poised at the point of our greatest potential. The Greeks had a 
saying, “A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade 
they know they shall never sit in.” Perhaps they were onto something. 
 
I’ll leave you with two more quotes by people who understood this and 
said it better than I ever could: 
 

“Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that 
you plant.” -Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
“Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and 
suddenly you are doing the impossible.” -Francis of Assisi 
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