
 

Nebraska Sir Knights, 
 
     I hope this finds you well. As I sit down to write, it is 
the week after the Triennial of the Grand Encampment. 
We had six attendees from Nebraska, Myself, Jeffrey 
Coleman (Deputy Grand Commander), Joe Work (Grand 
Generalissimo), AJ Johnson (Grand Captain General), 
Dennis Newman (Grand Recorder), and Dr. James N. 
Karnegis (Past North Central Department Commander) 
who was accompanied by his lady Genie. It was quite a 
gathering of Sir Knights and an impressive sight of near 
400 Chapeaux wearing Knights in one place. It was an 
honor and pleasure to attend and represent the great state 
of Nebraska. 
 
     The business was straightforward which I’m sure 
there will be detailed information in the Knight Templar 
magazine. The highlights are following; 1. Past Grand 
Commanders may now wear Red or Purple Cords, 2. An 
option to conduct business with a minimum of 5 Sir 
Knights passed but will still require a change to our NE 
constitution, more to come on this, 3. A change in 
wording to better describe the shoulder straps, no change 
to the actual shoulder straps. 
 
     Congratulations to SK Jeffrey Nelson who is now our 
Most Eminent Grand Master and to SK Jeffrey Bolstad 

who was elected to the position of R.E. Grand Captain 
General. Thank you to SK Duane Vaught for his 
leadership over the past 3 years. Also, a big thank you to 
SK Lon Kvasager for his service as our North Central 
Dept. Commander and welcome to SK Daniel Sherry 
our incoming Dept. Commander. 
 
     One of the highlights for me was hearing from two of 
the Pediatric Ophthalmologist who gave reports on how 
our donations are going to support the fight against 
blindness and how we are making a difference. I would 
encourage you to visit the Grand Encampment website 
and go to the Eye Foundation tab where you can find 
personal testimonies from these Dr’s. Thank You to our 
own Dr. Karnegis for his work and expertise that he 
gives as a Trustee to the Eye Foundation. In simple 
words, the Eye Foundation is having an impact that has 
and continues to prevent blindness. 
 
     If you have any questions or would like more 
information about the triennial give me a call or email. 
Thank you to those who attended from NE, it was great 
to have a strong contingent. I’ll close with, you as 
individual Sir Knights are a vital part of a great 
organization that is having an impact around the globe 
and we should be proud of this. Thank You for choosing 
to be a Knight Templar. 
 
Respectfully, 
Cecil Smith 
Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Nebraska 
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