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Sir Knights, 

Our 2nd annual state-wide festival, - “Land of Enchantment Festival”, is now entered 
into the history books as another success. We knighted fourteen Sir Knights this 
summer at the festival. Friendships were renewed and new abounded - there was 
ample time in the evenings for fellowship!  Th e core planning team has started to 
vigorously plan for next year’s festival. If you would like to be a part of this dynamic 
group or even interested in being a part of the festival team- i.e., wardrobe, parapher-
nalia, degree work, kitchen, dining room, etc, please contact any of the Grand York 
Rite offi  cers with your interest to participate- we welcome you!

Grand Encampment Awards:

Sir Knights, here is a listing of the some of the honors that Grand Encampment 
awards for service.  I feel that the more you know about what awards are attainable, 
the better you will be informed so that you might share your thoughts of who is most 
deserving of these awards. Th en we can all show our respect and honor to those that 
walk the path both for themselves and as an example for us all.  

Th e Knight Templar Cross of Honor (KTCH): Th is prestigious award is the oldest 
award from our Grand Encampment, it is awarded to only one member per Grand 
Commandery each year.  It is for exceptional and meritorious service rendered to the 
Order, beyond what is expected of an offi  cer or member. No present or past elected 
Grand Offi  cer is eligible. Submissions are made by a vote of each Commandery, then 
reviewed by committee which then recommends the recipient to the Grand Com-
mander, who then makes his recommendation to the Most Eminent Grand Master. 

Companion of the Temple (CoT) award is given as recognition for service to Ma-
sonry, Templary, and the community - by ANYONE.  What makes this award unique 
is that it can be awarded to someone who is not a Knights Templar or even a Mason, 
many of our ladies have been given this honor. A nomination may be submitted to 
the jurisdictional College of Honors for approval. Multiple recipients are allowed.

Another Commandery award is the Grand Encampment Membership Award (Jew-
el).  Th is prestigious award focuses on, of course- Membership!  Th e criteria is any Sir 
Knight being the fi rst line signer for a total of 10 petitioners, who are either knighted 
or restored to membership.  Th e total is cumulative with no time boundaries.  For 
further recognition, any subsequent earning of the award, oak leaf clusters for the 
jewel are issued.  Accept this challenge and make Templary grow in our state!

Drill and Ceremonies
Offi  cer’s Guidance: 

• To attract the attention of a senior offi  cer, a junior will execute the fi rst motion 
of the Hand Salute, or the fi rst and second motions of Salute Swords, or Present 
Swords, depending on the junior’s rank.

• Th e junior will then address the senior by his proper title; on the salute being 
acknowledged, drop his hand or come to a carry simultaneously. 

• Th e junior in rank, if seated, being addressed by a senior, rises before saluting. 
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar (GEKT) Triennial
Sir Knights, I am proud to report that New Mexico was represented better than it 
has been in recent history! Th ank you to Sir Knights (in order in the picture) Den-
nis Detrow, PGC, GT, H.C. Sky Olsen, GG, (me), Dion Newhouse, PGC, GR, D.W. 
Winchester, PGC, DGC, Adam Hathaway, GSW, and Stephen Balke, PGC. Richard 
Butterfi eld, DC, (not pictured) brought our total representation to EIGHT! All but 
SK Butterfi eld were in attendance at the “New Mexico State Dinner” pictured below.

It was a great trip for the fellowship, and there was a good deal of business as well. Sir 
Knights elect included: Jeff rey Nelson, Most Eminent Grand Master, Michael John-
son, RE Deputy Grand Master, David Kussman, RE Grand Generalissimo, and the 
candidate we supported from the Northwest Department, Jeff rey Bolsted as the RE 
Grand Captain General. Sir Knights Bobby Simmons and Lawrence Tucker remained 
as RE Grand Treasurer and Recorder (respectively) as well.  Th e Grand Encampment 
voted by acclimation to recognize the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the 
United States of America & It’s Jurisdiction, P.H.A. ; we voted to lower the number of 
required member Sir Knights to fi ve for quorum; and we approved Past Grand Com-
manders wearing a purple collar rope with their PGC jewel.

Courteously,
Christopher A. Larsen, II
Grand Commander


