
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knightly Greetings, 
      
     It is with humility and gratitude that I express my thanks and appreciation for 
your support for the coming year. The years since I entered the Grand Line have 
seemed to fly by swiftly and what appeared to be a long journey to complete 
has now arrived—and the journey is not really finished as we will continue to 
travel together for the next twelve months. 
     For those wondering about the future, I can sincerely say that Excellence in 
Templary has not been replaced. The Grand Line and I are committed to 
carrying this on. There are many aspects to Templar Excellence. My belief is that 
a leader is to be of service to you  individually and to the Grand Commandery of 
New York. A leader should serve. 
     Following the model presented by SK Charles M Roberts, PGC, I offer 
SERVICE. 
 S – Support for our charities 
 E – Enthusiasm 
 R – Responsibility 
 V – Vision 
  I – Integrity 
 C – Caring about one another 
 E – Enlightenment 
     I intend to focus on each of these seven characteristics in my monthly articles 
beginning in November. 
     These characteristics of course, are what should identify each of us as 
Masons and Knights Templar. As our Christian namesakes of old vowed to serve 
God, can we do any less today?  
     I am reminded of a portion of the Rededication Ceremony. Noting the 
Templar’s humble beginnings, the Grand Generalissimo states, “their faith in 
God and the success of their arms enabled them to grow into a main pillar of 
the Crusades.” The Grand Captain General continues, “Since their time 
countless Masons have joined in the ranks of those soldiers of Christ, serving to 
defend the faith with exemplary and unselfish service. Though the welfare and 
weapons have changed, we pray that faith in Jesus Christ and our need to serve 
him are the same.” 
 
 
 

     In conclusion, I am looking forward to another year of joining with you in the 
pursuits of Excellence in Templary. I wish you all success in your endeavors. God 
bless this great land, our Grand Commandery and all of you—“each and every 
one”. 
 
Courteously and in His Holy Name, 
SK David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 
 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 
     Prudence: the forgotten Christian virtue. More than mere shrewdness, the 
virtue means following God’s will despite the earthly costs. Prudence is widely 
misunderstood today. In everyday speech it’s a synonym for caution, even 
timidity, and by no means a character trait to be admired. 
     It has been said in many minds today that “prudence seems less a 
prerequisite to goodness than an evasion of it.” One thing prudence clearly isn’t 
is worldly calculation—figuring out how to get the best price, the best deal, the 
best of whatever it is that you and perhaps your family and friends happen to 
want.  
     On the contrary, prudence demands humble, disciplined and vigilant reason 
that does not allow itself to be dazzled by prejudices; does not judge according 
to desires and passions, but seeks the truth—even uncomfortable truth. St. 
Augustine makes the crucial point that the object of love is not just anything at 
all but only God, the chief good.  
    So we may express the definition of the four cardinal virtues thus: 
temperance is love keeping itself entire and incorrupt for God; fortitude is love 
bearing everything readily for the sake of God; justice is love serving God only 
and therefore ruling well all else, as subject to man; prudence is love making a 
right distinction between what helps it toward God and what might hinder it.  
     In the end it is the readiness to accept the cross that stands at the heart of 
Christian prudence. For as Jesus emphasizes, “whoever of you does not 
renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:33).  
     In sum, prudence is the habitual disposition that disposes a person regularly 
to choose right means to good ends. (Resource Credit to Our Sunday Visitor 
Newsweekly) 
 

 
     A recent article submitted for publication about the Dewitt Clinton wreath ceremony 
in April, 2018 could not be used due to the length of the article as well as the fact that it 
was published as part of the Grand Commander’s message in a previous supplement. My 
apologies to SK’s Serrano and Jordan—your article should have been accepted by the 
Grand Encampment for consideration. You did an excellent job with the history involved. 
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