
 october 2018 south carolina supplement 

SOUTH CAROLINA SUPPLEMENT 
S.K. Robert J.F. Elsner 

R.E. Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery of South Carolina 

 www.scgyr.org 
 
 

 
Dear Sir Knights and Brethren,  

Have you ever really thought about why in most 
jurisdictions the York Rite is composed of three closely aligned 
bodies? Why do we work so hard to fulfill the same 
perspectives with Chapter, Council, and Commandery instead 
of merging into a single Body? One of the most important 
reasons is that it is handed down to us in scripture over and 
over to have several people or several groups that are 
responsible to one another, even if within the same family or 
tribe. Not all is clear, and at times we need to study what 
scripture is telling us so that we can more easily see the lessons 
that apply to each of us in our daily lives.  

In the books Ezra, Nehemiah, and Haggai, Zerubbabel, 
an important figure in all three York Rite Bodies, represents 
what his name implies: a person who God sends out of 
confusion (babel) to rebuild the worship of God. Zerubbabel 
had a friend named Jeshua, sometimes translated as Joshua. 
Jeshua and Zerubbabel are the priestly and princely rulers of 
the people returning to Jerusalem from Babylonian exile, and 
are led by the words of the prophet Haggai: 

12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of 
the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their 
God had sent him, and the people did fear before the 
LORD. 13Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in 

the LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with 
you, saith the LORD. 14And the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the 
high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and did work in the house of the 
LORD of hosts, their God 
 
These three roles are essential, prophet, priest, and 

prince. Prophets give advice that is Truth and is meant to 
guide, priests lead worship and keep the sacred, and princes 
rule and govern daily life. Zerubbabel led daily life to see the 
importance of worshipping, Jeshua led the worship, listening to 
prophesy, and Haggai gave prophesy to both in the situations 
they needed help with. If you read Tolkien’s Lord of the Ring 
series, you may notice the same roles for Gandalf, Frodo, and 
Aragorn. Yet, in both the Bible and in Tolkien’s fantasies, 
these were not the heroes of the stories. The real hero in 
Tolkien was Samwise Gamgee, who Tolkien said represented 
the average Christian. Without that average believer, there 
would be no point in the other three jobs, and the other three 
could not do their jobs. You, Sir Knight, are the real hero of 
our story. Just as Samwise carried Frodo, and Zerubbabel and 
Jeshua defended each other, we all, Sir Knights, rely on each 
other. There is no York Rite without all of us, and no one Body 
is more important than another. We who wear the cords or 
chains are given authority to help you and serve you, the ones 
that matter the most, and whose collective voices need to be 
focused on worshipping God. I pray that God might stir up 
your spirit to embark on great adventures of service and 
worship and unity and love, such that God is glorified.   

Blessings to each and every one of you. If I can help 
you, please contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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